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NEW YORK 
STATE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION 


SCHENECTADY, 


7th, Sth and 9th of August, 1860, 





[Reported expressly for the Sunday-School Times.) 


FIRST SESSION. 
Tuesday Afternoon. 


N the 7th of August, the Sabbath-school 
teachers and lovers of the children and 
youth of New York State, held their fifth an- 
nual Convention in the city of Schenectady. 
The meeting convened in the Second Reform- 
ed Datch Church, of which the Rey. AMOS 
DEAN is pastor. The attendance was not 
unusually large, but an earnest determination 
to work seemed to be impressed upon all, 
as they quietly took their seats, and awaited 
the appointed hour for beginning. 

At four o’clock, P. M., the meeting was 
called to order by Mr. LOUIS CHAPIN, of 
Rochester, Chairman of the State Central 
Committee, who read by way of opening, the 
23d Psalm 

After the direction and blessing of heaven 
were invoked by the Rev. Mr. DEAN, pastor 
of the church, the assembly united heartily 
in the hymn: 





“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run.” 


Mr, HENRY BREWSTER, State Secretary, 
then read the call for the meeting, which it 
is unnecessary here to repeat, as it has been 
before published, and extensively circulated. 


Nominating Committee, 


On motion of Mr. CHARLES P. HARTT, 
of Troy, a committee was appointed : by the 
CHAIR to submit names for permanent offi- 
cers of the Convention. The following named 
gentlemen compose the committee: CHARLES 
P. HART, A.D MATTHEWS, R. Gd. PRUYN, 
JOHN C. BAXTER, G. P. DISOSWAY, and E. 
NEWELL. 

During the absence of the Committee, the 
Convention united in the hymn 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” 


after which the following names were pre- 
sented as officers for the 


Permanent Organization. 


Hon. ALONZO ©. PAIGE, President. 


RALPH WELLS. New York, 
ALBERT WOODKUFF, Brooklyn, 
Hon. A. D. ROBINSON, Albany, 
CHARLES H. PALMER Malone, 

Rev. MILTON GALLAGHER, Oswego, 
Rev. E. F. CRANE. Elmira 

Rev. D. W. THURSTON, Auburn, 

P. W. HOWE, Le Roy, 


D. A. ATWELL. Schenectady, 
| Secretaries. 


Vice Presidents: 


EDWARD LINDLEY, « 
DAVID TICHENOR, ed 
J.J. MARTELL, a 


On motion, the report of the Nominating 
Committee was accepted and adopted and the 
committee discharged. 

The President elect, on being conducted to 
the Chair, made the following 


Opening Address, 


Gentlemen of the Convention: I accept 
cheerfully the responsibility of preeiding over 
your deliberations. I am ready to contribute 
my feeble support to the cause in which you 
are engaged. The importance of the Sab- 
bath. schol to the moral and religious pros- 
perity of the community in which it is esta- 
blished, cannot be overestimated. It gathers 
into the school-room on the Sabbath-day 
children who, without it, would be deprived 
of the means of religious instruction. The 
Sabbath-school rescues these from the moral 
destraction which surrounds and wastes so 
many fair buds of promise, Here they are 
broaght under the influence of the gospel ; 
and when instructed in the will of God, and 
renewed by his Spirit, they in their turn be- 
come the teachers and the preachers of his 
Word. The object of this Convention, I un- 
derstand, is to devise plans to increase the 
interest in our Sunday-schools, to multiply 
their number, and to augment their capacity 
for usefulness. No one can doubt that the 
blessing of God will attend all your labors 
sincerely directed to accomplish this object. 


Business Committee, 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, of Re- 





chester, the following gentlemen were appointed 
a committee to prepare business for the con- 
sideration and action of the Convention, viz : 
E T. HUNTINGTON, CASPER F. HOAG, 
JULIUS D, FOuTE, WILLIAM HENRY, Rev. 
L. MERRILL MILLER, Rev. HORACE G. 
DAY, A. D. MATTHEWS, Rev. J. T. SEELEY, 
and A. L. VAN BUREN. 

While the committee were retiring to attend 
to their duties, at the call of Mr. HARTT, the 
Rev. MILTON GALLAGHER, of Oswego, ad- 
dressed the Convention. 

He did not exactly like the idea of being 
called out so early to address the body, but 
he had made it arule never to refuse when 
called upon to say a word in behalf of the 
Sunday-school. In the first place, in refer- 
ence to the object for which they had con- 
vened, he thought there could be none greater ; 
indeed, he regarded the gathering which had 
just been fairly organized, as the most im- 
portant that could meet in the State. Here 
he expected to find the “cream of the 
churches,” the laity, the active, earnest, work- 
ing, religious element of the State, drawn 
from every denomination, having at heart the 
good of the children, and inthem and through 
them the prosperity of our common Zion. 

The speaker referred in bold, out-spoken 
terms to the desirability of Christian union, 
to its practicability, and to its blessed results. 
He loved to speak of it, and to do all in his 
power to promote it. He believed that the 
spirit of sectarianism had done great evil in 
the world, and had been one of the great 
stumbling-blocks in the way of the advance 
of the Lord’s kingdom. Not that he thought 
one should cease to love his own denomina- 
tion—for there ought to beinevery child of God 
an intelligent love for and attachment to his 
own church, but he thought that the more 
intelligent and firm that love was, the stronger 
would be the love we would bear to every one 
who is honored by tae name of Christian. 
Fondness for our own views, and proclivities 
towards those bodies of Christians and those 
ecclesiastical organizations which best ex- 
pressed them, the speaker believed to be a 
f-eling implanted in us by the Almighty, or 
he would never so generally, and to such a 
large measure, bless the different denomina- 
tions throughout the world. He dispenses 
his blessings equally to all, a fact that 
strengthened the belief that the present ex- 
istence of the church in separate organiza- 
tions is agreeesle in his sight. But there can 
be this love for our own particular branch of 
Christ’s church without those wrong feelings 
which bigotry and jealousy and narrow- 
minded exclusiveness beget. And it is our 
duty as Christians to overcome and eradicate 
these feelings. They are contrary to the de- 
sire and teachings of our blessed Master, and 
a great hindrance to his cause. The speaker 
then alluded to the great work which Sun- 
day-school conventions had done in bringing 
Christians together in heart and effort, and in 
making the brethren liberal in their views ; 
and he hoped the time would speedily come, 
when every Christian could look his brother 
of a different name in the face, and shake 
hands with him as warmly and truly as with 
one of his own peculiar belief. The Sunday- 
school was training up an army of youth 
with larger hearts and more liberal spirits in 
this regard, than their teachers even p q 
and it was to the speaker a cause of thank- 
fulness. 

The speaker, in conclusion, dwelt, in 
eloquent terms, upon the blessings of the Sab- 
bath-school to the land. It was doing the most 
of any agency, allied with the preaching of the 
gospel, towards sustaining, strengthening, 
and perpetuating our glorious political insti- 
tutions. This was the opinion of Thomas 
Jefferson, at a period when French infidelity 
prevailed to an alarming extent, and of a man 
who himself, whether deserving it or not, 
bore the reputation of a skeptic, a disbeliever 
in Christianity. The Sabbath-school is, in- 
deed, mighty in its influence for good to the 
church and to the world, and if we shall 
only promote its interests, by our delibera- 
tions at this time, we shall feel gloriously re- 
paid in thus assembling ourselves together. 

The Rev. E. F. CRANE, of Elmira, like-the 
gentleman who had preceded him, never re- 
fused to speak on behalf of the Sunday- 
school “when he could get a chance.” In 
considering the great object which had con- 
vened them, in reflecting upon the intense 
importance of the work, and above all in 
looking upon the upturned faces, and meeting 
the eager gaze of kind-hearted men who had 
come from all parts of the Empire State to 
consult together concerning the Christian 
education of the rising generation, he could 
not help being inspired. But his part was 
not now to address them at length. He would 
only remark with a good old minister of Christ 
now in the far West, shaking with paralysis 
and trembling on the verge of the grave, that 
“the Sabbath-school is doing more good than 
any other institution this side of heaven,” and 
he looked upon it as a part of the church, as 
a department of its labor, where its noblest 
members might gather from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, and conspire together to bring the chil- 
dren to the knowledge of the truth and the 
enjoyment of the blessed Jesus. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, in behalf of the Busi- 
ness Committee here reported the hours of 
the opening and closing of the sessions, and 
the general order of business to be followed. 
The report was accepted. 

Mr. CHARLES P. HARTT, of Rensselaer 
county, being requested to do so, gave an ac- 
count of the operations of the society in his 
county, and of his labors as secretary. For 
several years he had been superintendent of 
a school in Troy, but finding he could best 
serve the State Association as county secre- 
tary, he resigned his post, and has been for 
nearly three years spending his Sabbaths with 
other brethren in visiting the different towns 
in the county, and endeavoring to forward 
the work, gathering statistics, &c. 

The speaker stated that in Rensselaer county 
they hada Sunday-school union some twenty- 
seven years old. It had done a good work. 
Quarterly meetings were held in Troy, at 
which the brethren exchanged views, com- 
pared notes and related their experience to 
cheer, encourage and instruct each other. 
And now the same work was being done for 
the towns in the county. Agents have been 
employed and sent out, and they have directed 
the labors of an agent sent by the American 
Sunday-School Union. These agents visit 
the towns and destitute places in the county, 
in the spring, organize new schools and resus- 
citate those that have died daring the winter. 

They had relied for statistical reports upon 
these agents, but had received but very im- 
pefect returns, and for the past three months 
the speaker had made it his business to visit 
these towns himself, and make a personal 
call on the schools. The result was quite 
encouraging. A much better state of things 
was found than he had supposed existed, 
and as a consequence, having formed the per- 
sonal acquaintance of the leading Sunday- 
school men, they were now prepared for call- 
ing @ county Convention, which is to meet 
at Troy between the 15th and 30th of Sep- 
tember. This will get together the Sunday- 











school men and women of the city and coun- 
try, for the first time in that capacity, and it 
will no doubt give a new impulse to the work 
throughout the whole country. The Rensse- 
laer county Sunday-school union meets an- 
nually in the winter, and a good attendance 
is secured from the city churches, but sel- 
dom is there a representation from the coun- 
try. Now there will be a greater community 
of interest between the city and country 
schools established, and good will come of it. 

In the speaker’s canvass of the county, he 
had met with many earnest hard-workers, 
who were doing the best they could, but in 
general there was alack of such men. In 
some towns where we might expect a dozen 
or twenty active, efficient Christians, and 75 
to 100 scholars, few scholars were found, 
and in one case not a man to superintend 
the school, In the latter instance the pastor's 
wife was compelled to assume this post her- 
self. A most humbling sight. 

In these visitations the county secretary 
takes a brother along with him, they invite 
all to attend the county conventions, and from 
these they carry home a zeal and determina- 
tion to work which seon manifests itself in 
the increase in interest and efficiency of the 
schools. The work of the secretary is thus 
very simple. It is, in the first place, to learn 
what has been done up to the present time; 
next, how can more be done, and better done 
than ever before; and in the third place, to 
bring about this better state, it is his duty to 
urge upon all the importance of these town 
and county and State conventions, and to 
have them gather in them to compare views 
and relate facts and experiences bearing upon 
their work. 

The Rev. Dr. WELLS, secretary of the 
Montgomery county association, agreed with 
the former speaker that a pressing want was 
felt in many parts of the State for active, 
earnest, devoted men and women to take hold 
of the cause. In his own church and village 
there was no one else to act as superintendent, 
and he had himself to take the post. There were 
a few engaged as teachers who had never felt 
in their own souls the value of that truth 
which they try to impart to others; but they 
are not powerless for good. They hold the 
children in the classes where from Sabbath to 
Sabbath they hear prayers offered, praises 
sung, and remarks made which in due time 
will work their divine mission to the glory of 
God. 

The speaker thought there should be town 
superintendents to canvass their immediate 
vicinities, and report faithfully to the county 
secretary ; and the latter could not doa better 
service than to hunt up such men in every 
town, and insist upon a faithful, thorough 
canvass of his field. It is a mournful fact 
that there should be difficulty in securing such 
@ man in every town, but it is a difficult work, 
especially in the sparsely settled localities, 
where the professors of religion are few and 
cold, and where, because of no regular church 
organization, no Sabbath-school exists. 

The speaker had taken great pains to secure 
the statistics for his county. He found one 
town in which there were two churches, but 
no Sunday-school! This was discouraging 
but not disheartening. The more he had re- 
viewed his field, the greater hold the work 
had taken upon his heart. He loved the 
Sabbath-school more than ever since he had 
been so actively engaged in its behalf. He 
believed the preaching of the gospel was the 
grand instrumentality for the conversion of 
the world, but the idea of “ preaching” had a 
wide range. It was not simply standing with 
an open Bible behind the pulpit on the Sab- 
bath, and expounding a text, but it was taking 
that Bible and going from house to house, 
during the week, or taking it to the little class 
of young immortals on the Sabbath, sitting 
down beside them, and unfolding with earnest 
words the great truths of salvation. If onlya 
word dropped upon the ear should burn its 
way to the heart and lead the child to Jesus, 
the gospel might be more effectually pro- 
claimed in that little moment, than by the 
two sermons eloquently pronounced from the 
pulpiton the same day. The speaker knew 
that many a Sabbath-school teacher had 
preached the gospel more effectually than 
many @ minister. He regarded Sabbath- 
school teaching as gospel preaching, and 
thought it the duty of every Christian to en- 
gage in some active way in preaching Christ 
to all around him. He had seen the brightest 
examples of piety in little boys and girls, and 
had witnessed the greatest triumphs over 
death and the gravein them that he had ever 
seen in maturer Christians; and he could not 
help feeling that the teachers of such child- 
ren, when they come to stand before the 
throne, and to be surrounded with a company 
of souls redeemed through their instrumenta- 
lity, could rejoice with the same joy as the 
great apostle to the Gentiles over the fruit of 
his labors in the gospel. 

The speaker concluded by addressing the 
county secretaries, urging them to engage 
with redoubled zeal and earnestness in their 
work, and to give a more faithful account of 
their labors if they should be spared through 
another year of privilege. 

The Rev. W. C. VAN METER, of the Fourth 
Ward Mission, New York, next addressed the 
meeting. His work for several years had 
been among the little lambs of the fold. It 
had been his blessed privilege to gather them 
from the lowest earthly haunts, and to place 
them in carefully selected homes, chiefly in 
the West. He formerly labored in connection 
with the Five Points’ mission, but his field 
now lay right in the midst of the most 
wretched portion of New York city, in the 
Fourth ward, where in 23,000 inhabitants 
there are only two Protestant places of wor- 
ship, attended by not over fifty adults resid- 
ing in the ward! The work in which he had 
enlisted was a blessed one. He had just re- 
turned from taking his twenty-fifth car load 
of these little ones, and placing them in 
comfortable homes, and he felt happy in the 
thought of their future hopes. When at the 
opening of this Convention the 23d Psalm 
was reud, he was reminded of the beginning 
of their enterprise. On the 5th day of last 
December they opened a home for these little 
wanderers in a large dance-room. During 
the year they expected to gather in from 75 
to 100, but yesterday, said the speaker with 
joyful emotion, I received my siz hundred 
and eighty-third little one. And, oh, the thrill- 
ing unwritten history of these children gather- 
ed up from the saddest side of life! A friend 
sent us fifty Bibles soon after our opening, and 
when they were placed in the hands of those 
who could read, it became to me an interesting 
inquiry, ‘What shall we read firat? What 
shall be associated in the minds of these 
little ones, with their first Bible reading ?’ 
It was hard to decide. I said, ‘ Did you ever 
sing a song, children, that was made in hea- 
ven?’ That was a new idea. ‘No, sir,’ they 
replied in wenderment. ‘You dida’t know, 
then, that our heavenly Father was a poet, 
did you?’ ‘No, sir. ‘Well, he is; and he 
wrote the most beautiful poetry the world has 
ever seen. And he made you to love singing 





too; and ashe wasafraid that somebody would 
give you triflings songs to sing, he has given 





you in this book just the songs he wanted 
you tosing. Now, come, let us sing together 
this 23d Psalm, ‘The Lord is my shepherd, 
I'll not want.’ One little Jewess said, just 
before we began, ‘0, that is a Christian's 
Bible!’ ‘ Yes, so it is,’ Ireplied; but I thought 
to myself that when our heavenly Father made 
the songs, he put no sectarianism in them. 
We then chanted the first half, and then the 
second half of the first verse, and so little by 
little, got through the Psalm. ©, what a 
blessed employment! Soon they learned to 
repeat that Psalm without the Bible, and it 
has ever since been to me an unspeakable 
joy, that I then directed this to the attention 
of their young minds and hearts. 

A few weeks after this a woman came in 
great trepidation to my door, and asked me 
to come to see a little girl living with her, 
who had fallen down and broken her skull. 
“She wants to see you very much, sir, before 
she dies, for she must soon die.” 1 was very 
much engaged at the time, but promised to 
go. But! forgot my promise until the next 
evening, and QO! how bitterly I regretted 
my neglect. But I found her alive: she was 
one of our brightest little scholars, of seven 
years. There she lay, patiently suffering, 
waiting for me. When I entered, she looked 
up sweetly and said, ‘I am so glad you have 
come, but I waited so long that I thought 
you never would come.” Brethren, I felt as 
if the reproof had come from the lips of my 
Saviour. A thousand times since I have 
thought of it. 0, how many sad hearts 
there are within the reach of each one of us 
that have waited long for a kind visit, for a 
word of sympathy, and yet we have not 
“come” to them, and the heart has grown 
sick at “waiting!” “ Why did you want to 
see me, my daughter?” I asked. “0! I want- 
ed you to talk and pray with me, sir.” As I 
talked with her, I had the curiosity to in- 
quire vhat had interested her. “O!” she 
replied, “you know that sweet song we 
chanted the first day at our mission-school, 
when you gave us the Bibles? There was 
such a sweet verse in it, ‘When I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me;’ shall I sing it?” ‘ Yes, 
my daughter.” And then with her little, 
feeble, soft tones, O! like the distant notes 
of the flageolet, she chanted all of that beau; 
tiful Psalm. I tried to join her—I could not. 
I choked right down, but my grateful tears 
fell on her. O! how my soul magnified 
the riches of that grace extended to that poor 
child! Her mother filled a pauper’s grave, 
her father was a wretched outcast drunkard, 
and the poor woman who had in pity taken 
charge of her, and could hardly provide for 
her own, was herself almost ready for the 
poor-house; and yet, here a little child was 
pluming her wings for the flight heavenward, 
here a little heart was made strong by the 
sweet promises of the word of life. O! how 
little I thought of it, when I taught them that 
first Bible-lesson! But I felt encouraged, I 
blessed God that he had given to me the privi- 
lege to engage ian such a work. And O, my 
brethren, teachers, every time you speak to 
a little child, do say something that in the 
hour of trial, when father and mother, and 
friends have forsaken, will make the little 
heart strong, and your reward will “come,” 
though you have to “ wait” for it. 

After singing 


“ Blest be the tie that binds,” 


a cordial invitation was extended to all 
friends of Sunday-schools, to take part in the 
deliberations of the Convention. The assem- 
bly was then dismissed with the benediction 
by the Rev. Mr. BURGHARDT. 


SECOND SESSION. 


Tuesday Evening. 


\HE Convention was called to order at 8 
o’clock, by the President elect. 
The services were opened by singing part 
of the hymn, 





“There is a fountain filled with blood,” 


when prayer was offered by the Rey. Dr. 
SEELYE, of Schenectady. 


State Secretary’s Report. 


In pursuance of the order recommended by 
the Business Committee, the report of the 
State Secretary, Mr. HENRY BREWSTER, 
was called for. The substance of the Report 
was given verbally. It exhibits a considerable 
advance in the number of schools organized, 
and in the general prosperity of the cause. 
A much greater number of counties sent in 
their reports than at the last convention. 
Several of the counties report only in part, 
and some guess at a part of the returns, The 
estimated returns are distinctly noted as such, 
and are based on as reliable information in 
most eases as can be secured. Of the four- 
teen counties that have not reported, about 
one half are organized, and from the partial 
information received, or from previous reports, 
it is known that they have Sabbath-schools in 
the full tide of prosperity. The State Secre- 
tary is confident that the estimates are not 
too high. The numerical summary of the 
condition of the cause in the State, carefully 
gleaned from returns and estimates is as fol- 
lows: 





Total number of teachers reported, 53,401 
$ scholars “ 300,787 
se teachers notreported, 8,000 
x scholars “ 50,000 
Thus making a grand total of 412,188 


as the Sunday-school army of the State. 
But “ what are these among so many?” New 
York now has a population of four millions, 
and at the lowest she ought to have 800,000 
children gathered into her Sabbath-schools. 

The report alludes feelingly to the removal 
by death of the late honored secretary, 
GEORGE W. BLEECKER, under whose faith- 
ful supervision so much efficiency bad been 
given to the different departments of the as- 
sociation. It also urges the necessity on the 
part of county secretaries of very much more 
attention to the matter of statistics, of a 
thorough canvass of their respective fields, 
and a faithful report of the results of their 
labors. 

After the verbal statement of the secretary, 
Mr. R. G. PARDEE was called on to address 
the meeting. ; 

He thought the Convention had a very 
plain, practical question before it, namely, 
How can we secure the Christian education 
of every child in the Empire State? It was 
certainly as important an inquiry as it was 
practical. Only four bundred thousand chil- 
dren in the Sunday-schools of New York 
State! Is this all that can be done? Have 
the churches exhausted themselves? Have 
the Christian men and women and ministers 
of the gospel spent themselves? Let us see. 
According to the last census there were 
3,466 212 persons in the State. Of that num- 





ber there were 2,287,789 precisely, under the 
age of thirty years; about two-thirds of the 








whole population. There were 1,137,968 

tween the ages of five and twenty years, 
and 779,426 between the ages of five and fif- 
teen. So that if we take the estimate of our 
secretary as to the number in our schools, we 
have still 737,968 between five and twenty 








ears, concerning whom we have gathered 
ere in convention to ask How shall we reach 
them? 

In the first place, what is the obstacle in 
the way? The speaker believed it lay in‘ the 
apathy and want of faith on the part of 
churches and the ministry; a want of faith 
in the Bible-school, as Dr. Chalmers used to 
call the Sunday-school. There is an inciden- 
tal obstacle which has lately arisen, and 
threatened to assume great importance, while 
actually it is hardly worthy to be considered. 
In some quarters there really seems to be a 
doubt as to the relation of the church to the 
Sunday-school. Why, as many as thirty 
years ago the question was settled. There is 
no difficulty here. Our eminent ministers of 
the gospel and laborers in the Sunday-school 
have no difficulty in determining the true re- 
lations between the church and the school. 
It has long been considered a settled thing, that 
the Sabbath-school, instead of being a mere 
appendage to the church, is simply the church 
itself in Christian action, in its working capa- 
city, addressing itself chiefly to the young, 
its most hopeful field of labor. But to re- 
turn to the obstacle. Oan this apathy, this 
want of faith be overcome? The epeaker 
thought it could. But how? Let every 
church, and every minister of every church, 
go to praying over the work, and then to car- 
rying out their prayers into practical action 
Prayer must be constant, earnest, wrestling, 
and the effort must correspond,—nay, it will 
be commensurate with the degree of our 
hearty desires. But how shall we work? 
Systematically, intelligently, as men of the 
world engage in their business occupations. 
We must be “ all at it, and alwaysat it.” That 
is the secret. Asan instance of such effort, 
the speaker alluded to the labors of a Baptist 
missionary in Germany, who started ® church 
with seven members, in the city of Hamburg, 
in a shoemaker’s shop. The enterprise had 
so extended itself, that in twenty-eight years, 
fifty churches were organized, with ten thou- 
sand members, and four millions heard the 
gospel through their instrumentality. 

The speaker then proceeded to unfold a 
plan by which the work could be effectually 
accomplished of gathering the outside chil- 
dren of New York State within the influence 
of the gospel. Taking the last census of the 
State as the basis, the fact was revealed that, 
if every professing Christian, in the three 
largest denominations in the State, were to 
hold himself responsible for the personal 
visitation of only two families, the whole 
State would be canvassed. There are 663,124 
families, and 333,705 members in the Metho- 
dist, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches, and 
about the same number in the other churches 
combined. Thus the work would only re- 
quire the serious, earnest attention of one 
half the professing Christians of our churches; 
and is it asking too much of ministers and 


elders, and consistories and vestries, that they 
set about the work? The Rev. Dr. Porter, of 
the Reformed Dutch church, has said, “I have 
long been convinced that no man should be 


an elder, a deacon, a class-leader, and vestry- 


man or consistory-man in any church, unless 


he is a working Christian.” Another -good 
minister has said, “ We ought to hold no man 
as converted, unless he is so converted as 


to be useful in the conversion of others.” It 


is the reproach of Christianity that her fol- 
lowers are idle. Dr. Bethune regarded 


every single Christian, from the nature of his 


profession, as a missionary, whose mission 
was to carry the gospel to others. Oh, if the 


spirit of these ideas were carried out, how 
little would be asked of each professing Chris- 


tian in the State! 
Now the work of each Christian brother and 


sister would be to look over two families in 


his reach ; go into them, see that they have 
right impressions in regard to what the Sab- 
bath-school is, including Roman Catholics 
and Jews in their efforts. We should gain 
their confidence, and in this way settle down 
as an army of occupation, and send abroad 
gospel influences to confront and vanquish 


the enemy. The confidence of the parents 


gained, the children will be ours; and by 


discreet labors the young men, being noticed, 
will be brought into Bible-clesses, and as a 


result the whole moral aspect of many com- 
munities will be changed. 
Now how shall we go about this work in 


reference to the Sunday-schoo)? Nothing is 


easier. Organize smaller associations if you 
please on the same principle as the State as- 
sociation, which is but a voluntary associa- 
tion of teachers and ministers of our churches, 
which lays its hands on some good man in a 
county whom all love, and say to him, “ We 
want you to circulate among the Sunday- 
schools of that county, and tell us what you 
see. These county secretaries can then call 
county meetings, and they can there inquire 
for the best men in the different towns to look 
after the Sunday-school interest and commu- 
nicate to them. These town secretaries then 


must go tothe ministers ofthe different churches 


and demand two or three visitors, or as many 
as are needed to visit certain districts tho- 
roughly, every family in them. 


four districts; if only two, into two. 
families could be visited once a mouth, and 
thus kept constantly supplied with gospel in- 
fluences. 
practicability need not be enlarged upon. 
The only reason why it is not carried out is 
the apathy of church members, Will not an 
effort be made to overcome this apathy, and 
go to real, earnest, hard work? Organize, 
systematize, unite in the blessed work, and 
before we come together again in conven- 
tion, the speaker believed the Empire State 
would be thoroughly canvassed, and every 
child brought under the influence of Chris- 
tianity, if not even into the Sunday-school. 

The Rev. M. E. STRIEBY, of Syracuse, next 
addressed the Convention. He felt that from 
the earnest, instructive appeals he had heard 
he was prepared to go back to his people to 
urge upon them the value as well as the prac- 
ticadility of the work proposed. But he had 
two or three thoughts he wanted to introduce, 
bearing upon the work before them. 

When in their season the blossoms come 
forth, shedding the fragrance of their beauty 
ever garden and field, it is not an incidental 
circumstance as to what shall be done with 
them. For the production of these blossoms 
and the maturity of the fruit, the spring was 
made, the summer created. The whole tree 
in all its parts is conseerated to the work of 
developing these little flowers. The roots, 
down to the very little rootlets, as they branch 
out through the soil, are at work securing the 
pabulum that sball feed these little blossoms. 
The bark and pores all are consecrated to this 
work. The limbs hold themselves out and 
sustain the little leaves that they may breathe 
in the fresh air and catch the passing shower, 
the dew, and the sunshi The sb are 








sent down from God, and the sunshine, thet 

















































If there are 
four churches the town could be divided into 
These 


The work is so simple that its 










two years since 


which he sailed was 


ligious instruction, w was 

upon which they would ripen for a 
eternity, Ina otiful and forcible 
ner, the speaker referred to the all 
interest which every little babe excites, 
ven by into the tender care of 
its nts. Every thought related to the 
little one; from the moment of its birth, the 
arrangements of the household are changed; 
the mother devotes her first thoughts, ber 
best energies to its comfort and care, and 
the fatber, industrious before, now has a new 
claim for his diligent labors, a new incentive 
to action, 


energies towards their spiritual growth 
health? wonty, Sy may. To do thisf 
work, there but one hour out of 
but a heart filled with love to Christ, 
one hour make impressions that will 
life, and live beyond this life. But 
not alone the work of the Sabbath-school 
train the child for heaven. It was the 
bined work of the parent, the teacher, 
the church; and it was to the 
happy thought, that they were all 
ously, gloriously united in the blessed em- 
ployment. 

A touching incident was related, in con- 
clusion, in which the agency of the teacher 
and the parent, were strikingly exhibited in 
the conversion of a child, a little boy of 
twelve years of age. He was of singular dis- 
position—wayward, uncontrollable, and sin- 
gularly unimpres-ible; and with these traits 
was united a degree of temper, violent to the 
last degree. The tears and prayers, and re- 
monstrances of his father, a godly man, seem- 
ed of no avail. But the mellowing influence 
of the weekly teachings of his faithful Sab- 
bath-school teacher, was silently but surely 
working its way into his heart. The parents 
attended with interest the monthly concerts 
of the school. They were stirred up to duty, 
and though they had led an exemplary life, and 
had often prayed with, and for their children, 
they felt as though they had not shown be- 
fore them that interest in their souls, that 
their value and destiny demanded. They 
determined to confess this to their children, 
and beg their forgiveness and God’s rw ooo 
ness for their neglect. It was a an 
but they performed it, and God 
them in the act. That wild, stubborn 
was brought to Jesus, and the church 
Christ received another into its fold to add 
to its glory and its usefulness on the earth. 
Thus are these three instrumentalities uni- 
ted in the great work of saving ae gm | 


Pa 
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Pf God, will they be effectual to the salvation 
of precious souls. 

Mr. RALPH WELLS, of New York, was the - 
next speaker. He believed in 
working; not in generalities, but in 
down to the plain, “‘ How you do it.” He 
great faith in the recorded promises of the 
word of God, but he valued as indispensable 
the putting forth of every possible effort. 
The story is told of some Eastern travelers, 
who stopped for the night, that one said to 
his chief, ‘I think I will let my camel loose, 
and trust him to God.” But the a 
replied, “‘My brother, tie your camel, 
then commit it to God.” This the speaker 
thought would be a good motto for the Con- 
vention. Now how can we improve our- 
selves as teachers? We must make aa 
effort. The talent of successful teaching, will 
not come unto us without labor and prayer 
on our part. A love for the work, was of 
course the preliminary requisite. This will 
prompt us to interest the scholars. An in- 
teresting teacher always makes an interest- 
ing class. One boy that is interested will 
bring in another, and soon our ranks and in- 
fluence will be extended, and our labors 
blessed. But the first thing in the speaker’s 
mind as indispensable, and as the prime 
source of the teacher’s power, was visitation. 
Not visitation merely to bring in new scho- 
lars, but to retain the influence over the 
scholars already in. This he insisted upon, 
and with the propriety and force of fact, as 
he had never known 4 class to be uninterest- 
ing or unblessed, in which the teacher paid 
faithful attention to this duty of visitation. 
These visits should not be mere social visite, 
to talk about the weather, the hay vores 
and such passing generalities, but they shou 
be bona fide teachers’ visits, their great object 
to get the parents to feel a deeper interest 
in the salvation of their children. The 
speaker related the following incidents to en- 
force his remarks : 

Not long ago he met a teacher of a 
school in New York, on & boat going up 
Hudson river. Upon inquiry he found that 
she was going 65 miles to visit a scholar of 
hers who bad left her class a short time be- 
fore, and who, as she thought, was begin 
to be interested in the subject of religion. 
She hardly knew where to stay at night, for it 
was a strange place to her, but she said she 
could find a place. She met her scholar in 
the road before she had gone to the house, 
and there the child unburdened her little 
heart, said she was so glad to see her, that 
she had no one to sympathize with her, and 
then, with tears, exclaimed, “‘O teacher, I 
want to be a Christian.” That was a visit 
riebly rewarded to that teacher’s heart. Al- 
most all her scholars ina class of t 
five were converted. She visits, visits, visits. 
In one school she has taught about twenty 
years, and one after another of ber classes 
have been brought to Christ. Some 
since she informed the speaker that site 
been seven or eight times to see a young girl 
who was in @ consumption, who was inte- 
rested about her soul, she ea og but whom 
she could never see alone. Sh2 could never 
get a word of private con th her. 
But at last her efforts were successful. I 
saw tbat teacher about a month con- 
tinued the speaker, and with beaming face 
she said to me: “0, I have visited Julia, and 
at last have found ber alone. I prayed with 
her, and for the first time her heart seemed 
affected. I never before could get a word 
from her as to ber state of mind, but now she 
put her arms around my neck and said, O,I 
do long to be a Christian !” 

Another teacher used to visit a boy sixteen 
or seventeen years ago, who lived in a wretch- 
ed home, over a groggery in New York city, 
in Wooster street. He se tyr an 
attractive or specially interesting ’ 
the teacher contin to visit bim, and she 
followed him up for sixteea years. About 

he shi as a sailor, and the 
teacher lost sight bim. The vessel 
on the coast of 
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a delerouscek Ube selny 
heart we least suspected when we sowed 


» Then, too, the teacher must feel his awful 
A ey he hs haeark nar 
ous, precious souls! Suppose I don't 
them right. Suppose I should teach them 
ome error upon which their eternal interests 
will be ! Ihave to meet them inthe 
geeat’ day. Could I bear to hear them say, 
It is your fault that I am lost; lost for 
eternity !'” 


‘The speaker concluded by reminding teach- 
ers that their help was in God, while they 
» faith performed their duty. 
illustrated this thought by a forcible anec- 


i 


dote of a little boy, whose father had given 
him a little ground to till, alongside of 
his own. somehow, he could never 
keep it nice. It would get choked with 
weeds, whilst his father’s lot was always 
thrifty, and pleasant to look upon. The little 
boy at last got so disheartened at the com- 


n, that he told his father he didn’t want 
garden any more—it never looked like 
his. “ Pick up your spade, and dig, my son.” 
He picked it up. “Now,” said the father, 
“ you begin to dig, don’t look behind 
till you get to the end, and when you 
‘done that, I will promise you that your 

will look ag nice as mine.” The little 

could not see how this was possible, 

but he believed, and went to work, while the 
followed him, raking while he was) 
digging, until it was finished. So is it with 
nday-school children. We dig, and 
and dig, according to our Father’s plan, 
our work with our tears and prayers, 
the Great Husbandman, does the 

sends the blessing. 

time since, a lady in Brooklyn lost 
The following day, a second was 
and soon after the third, her 
darling babe, was taken from her. Said the 
mother, to a sympathizing friend, “ When 
my first child went, I could say, ‘ Thy will be 
It is well.’ This was a little one of 
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of four years was gone, the mother could still 
say, with breaking heart, ‘Even so, Father.’ 
But, continued afflicted mother, ‘When 
it came to the babe, my little babe, I could 
fos meg ey hn O, Lord, do spare me my little 
babe! but instead of that, he gave me better 
than I requested. He sent a sweet voice of 
comfort from heaven, saying to me, ‘My 
child, my child, my grace is sufficient for 
thee |'” 

Teacher, when you go back to your class 
again, if you sre weary and heavy laden, 
hear the words of the Lord, saying to you, 
“Teacher, my child, my grace is sufficient for 
thee!” 

After a short announcement of the order of 

for the evening, the Convention 
closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. RUD- 
GERS, of Kingston, Canada West. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Wednesday Morning. 
Ata: a delightful season of devotion 





held for one hour, the President took 
Chair at 9 o'clock, and celled on the 
Rev. Mr. MILLER, of Oydensburg, to lead the 
Convention in prayer. 
The hymn 


“ Blest be the tic that binds,” 


was sung, after which, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Business Committee, the speakers 
were limited to five minutes each in their 
remarks, 


Committees. 


The following COMMITTEES were then 
appointed: 1. A Finance Committee of three 
members, Messrs. CHAPIN, BROWNELL and 
MoMULLEN. 2. A committee of five to pre- 
pare a minute to be entered upon the re- 
cords; relating to the death, and commemo- 
rative of the services of Mr. GEORGE W. 
BLEECKER, late secretary of the Associa- 
tion. The following were chosen as the 
committee: J. D. FOOTE, A. L. VAN BUREN, 
the Rev. MILTON GALLAGHER, R. G. PAR- 
DEE, and P. G. DISOSWAY. 3. On motion 
of Mr. BRISTOL, of Buffalo, a committee of 
three, cnnsisting of Messrs. BRISTOL, PAR- 
DEE and FOOTE, was appointed to draft a 
resolution, expressing the heartfelt interest 
and sympathy of the Association, with the 
objects of the National Teachers’ Convention 
in session at Buffalo. 

The Rev. R. B. RODGERS, of Kingsion, 
C. W., was invited to sit as a delegate to 
the Convention, and take part in its delibe- 
rations. 


Report of Progress in the different 
Counties, 


The report of the different county secre- 
taries being now in order, short verbal state- 
ments were made of the condition of the 
cause, by delegates and others. The coun- 
ties were called in their alphabetical order, 
and from delegates present, and the returns 
sent to the State secretary, the following ex- 
hibit was made: 

Ausayy Counry.—Mr. H. S. MeCALL, re- 
ported one city and nine towns in the county, 
with # population of one hundred thousand, 
The schools reported show 2,131 teachers, 
and 13,835 scholars. From sixteen schools 
only partial returns were received, and the 
estimate fur them gives for the county, 2,545 
teachers, and 16,309 scholars, leaving yet 
20,193 between five and twenty years, not 
connected with any Evangelical Sunday- 
school in the county. Deducting from tbis 
sumber those in Catholic schools, we have 
just about one-half of the children in our 
schools. The largest school is connected 
with Dr. Magoon’s, the First Baptist church 








jem, a. some 200. 
ich has most rapidly increased 
bury Chapel, Methodist, which was 
in May, 1860, and last July, in less 
than th: onths it nambered 117 teachers 
and scholars. The number of conversions in 
the coun ed is 164. Of these 25 
were in the Methodist Episcopal echool in 
the city, and 19 in the school at New Salem. 
Auttecnany.—Returns from this county 
show 118 schools. Those reported contain 560 
and the estimate increases the num- 
ber to 960 in all. Scholars by returns and by 
160. Average attendance, 3,870. 

No reported. 


Brooms.—The statistics show 720 teach- 
ers and officers, and 4,201 children in the 
schools of this county. Conversions during 


the fa: 94. 

TTARAUGUS.—The secretary had not re- 
em Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that 

had not been organized more 

than “valle A oe was held -_ 
Little at wh delegates atten 
from a distance of th miles. Since that 
time some schools had organized. Re- 
turns from nine schools show 85 teachers, 
413 scholars, and four conversions. 
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Cayuca.—This county had recently organ- 
ized, but no report had been received. 
Cuavracgus.—A good organization has 


been effected in this county, but no report had 
been forwarded to the State secretary. 

Curmunc.—The secretary of this county is 
a bank officer, and hag not the privilege to be 

outside his own village as he should 
be. The Young Men's Christian Association 
of Elmira have four mission-schools under 
their direction, in a pros condition. 

Curnanco.—Mr. A. C. LATHAM, of Nor- 
wich, secretary, remarked that at the Oswego 
Convention he had promised a better report 
for the coming year than he then presented. 
This year it was his determination to get a 
report from every town in the county, and he 
began his labors early. He had succeeded in 
getting reports from all but four. There are 
21 towns. He obtained statistics from every 
school in the seventeen towns but three. The 
towns not reported from are small and in the 
extreme outskirts of the county, some twenty 
miles each way from his residence. Last 
year the total of officers, teachers, and scho- 
lars was about 3,700. This year they num- 
bered 885 teachers and 5,204 scholars, making 
a total of 6,089, an increase of 2,300 over the 
last year. Only 7 conversions were reported 
last year. This year they report 145, 57 of 
which were from one town. The secretary 
regretted that he could not give a perfect and 
entire report,embracing every town and every 
school in his field. 

Curnton.—No report received, but informa- 
tion from four schools, containing 58 teachers 
and 353 scholars. 

Cotumpia.—The county secretary reported 
19 towns, from all of which returns were re- 
ceived. The teachers and officers number 
1,247, with 6,373 scholars enrolled. Average 
attendance, 4,728. Conversions, 62. An in- 
crease of six new schools during the year was 
mentioned. 

Contnanp.—The State secretary had re- 
ceived a report, which showed 420 teachers in 
the county, 2,300 scholars, and an average 
attendance of 1,722, Conversions during the 
year, 2. 

Dstaware.—This county is not organized. 

Durcuess.—The county is organized, but no 
report had been furnished. 

Eris.—The Rev. P. G. COOK, of Buffalo, 
county secretary, reported 24 towns, includ- 
ing the city of Buffalo. Full reports were not 
received from all the towns. Returns have 
been sent in this year from 131 schools. By 
reference to last year’s report, and including 
46 schools then heard from, we have 177 
schools, 2,224 teachers and officers, 15,150 
scholars, with an average attendance of 9,949. 
Conversions, 129. The total Sunday-school 
army for the county, officers and privates, 
numbers about 17,374, being between a third 
and a fourth of all the children and youth in 
the county. Of the schools, 56 are in the city 
of Buffalo, and 6 sustained by them in the 
country, making 62 under their direction. 23 
of these are mission-schools not connected 
with any church. The largest school in Buf- 
falo is one of the youngest, ted with 
one of the youngest churches, the Cedar street 
Baptist, organized about a year and a half 
since. It has 484 scholars and teachers, with 
an average attendance of 354. During the 
last winter two of the officers of the county 
association went on a Sunday-school cam- 
paign, visited twelve towns, and held town 
meetings, very much in such a way as politi- 
cians are now working in every section of our 
country. 

The hearing of reports was here interrupted 
by singing part of the hymn, 


“ Around the throne of God in heaven, 
Thousands of children stand.” 


The reports were then resumed. 

Essex.—No report was received from this 
county. Itis not yet organized. 

Fraykiin.—No statistics were received 
from this county. 

Fouton snp Hamitton Countizs.— The 
Rev. PETER SEELYE, county secretary, re- 
ported from 69 schools, embracing 529 teach- 
ers and 2,900 scholars. 100 teachers and 
600 scholars are estimated; making a total 
of 629 teachers and 3,500 scholars for the 
county; 18 conversions during the year. 
The Sabbath-school interest is on the in- 
crease, and the hard-workers are working yet 
harder in the cause. 

Genesss.—Mr. P. W. HOWE, of Le Roy, 
remarked that he had received reports from 
every one of the thirteen towns in the county; 
and with the exception of conversions, the 
returns were full, There are 695 teachers 
and officers, and 4,435 scholars enrolled, 
with an average attendance of 3,376. Thir- 
teen have been organized during the last two 
years, and encouraging additions to the 
schools have been made. 

Greene.—This county is not organized; 
but information was sent in from 33 schools, 
which reported 354 teachers, 1,829 scholars, 
and 33 conversions in the year. The Rey. 
Mr. LANSING, of Catskill, has recently moved 
into the county, and taken charge as secre- 
tary. 

Herkimer.—A delegate remarked that this 
county had just “wheeled into line.” There 
are 19 towns, from eight of which reports 
have been received ; 16 town secretaries have 
been appointed; 242 officers and teachers 
are reported, and 1,321 scholars, with 888 as 
the average attendance. ‘Conversions 44. 
These items cover less than one-third of the 
territory of the county. The secretary pro- 
mises a full report for the coming year. 

Jerrexrson.—Mr. R. G. KEYES, remarked 
that in this county, there are 22 towns, from 
17 of which, partial reports have been re- 
ceived. These show 485 teachers and officers, 
3,101 scholars, with average attendance of 
2,109. Conversions, 43. According to the 
report of the former secretary, there were 93 
schools. Less than one-half* of these have 
reported. The exhibit is therefore quite par- 
tial. The speaker thought the difficulty of 
gaining reports could be overcome, if each 
superintendent were personally interested 
enough in the matter. 

Kixas.—The State secretary read the fol- 
lowing returns from this county: There are 
3,902 teachers and offivers; and estimates of 
nearly 200 more, in a few schools not heard 
from, makes the total a little over 4,000. 
There are 32,565 scholars in reported schools, 
and an estimate of over 500 more, making a 
little over 33,000 scholars. 528 conversions 
are reported for the year. 

Lewis.—The Rey. 0. B. POND presented a 
carefully written report, in which each of the 
17 towns in the county were enumerated, and 
the popalation stated, with the number of 
schools in each, and the number of scholars 








in the schools. From the aggregate, it is 
shown that in a population of 26,500, there 
are 41 schools, containing about 2,000 scho- 


ith | lars. There are four towns in the county, with 
Dutch | aa y: 


aggregate ulation of 4,200, in which 
there is no hows 8 -school instruc- 
tion ; and in four others, a population of 
6,300, there are only four very stall schools ; 
and in three others, only 175, ouv of a popu- 
lation of 3,700, are under Sunday-school in- 
fluence. 

Livixaston.—The report of this county is 
not perfect. A few schools report 125 teach- 
ers, and 1,338 scholars. 

Mapison.—The State secretary had re- 
ceived the foilowing returns: Teachers re- 

rted, 727, estimated, 264; total, 991. Scho- 
oe reported, 3,721, estimated, 1,320; total, 
5,041. 63 conversions were recorded. 

Mowros.—Mr. LOUIS CHAPIN, secretary 
for the , remarked that a convention 
of Sunday-school teachers for the county had 
_ been held in the Plymouth church of 

. Delegates were present from all 
but one town of the county. A complete 
statistical report was given of every Protes- 
tant Sabbath-school in the county. There 
are 187 schools, 2,185 teachers, and 16,798 
scholars. The average attendance of scholars 
has been 12,402. These figures show a gain, 
since last year, of 11 schools, 140 teachers, 
664 scholars, and an average attendance of 
scholars of 924. The additions to the churches 
from the teachers and scholars have been 423. 
113 of the schools were held through the 
winter. Mr. CHARLES KEELER has been em- 
ployed for four months, past as a county mis- 
sionary, and in that time aided in organizing 
13 new schools. Eight of the towns, and two 
villages, have unions formed. Rochester has 
also one. 

Montcomery.—The Rev. Dr. WELLS re- 

ported 10 towns in the county, and a gene- 
rally increased interest manifested in the 
cause, and a new determination to work with 
greater earnestness and zeal than ever before. 
The statistics from 41 schools show 510 
teachers, 2,826 scholars, and an average at- 
tendance of 2,139. 53 conversions are no- 
ticed. 
New Yorx.—The report for New York city 
is filled in with estimates as accurate as can 
bemade, Itgivesa general idea of the nume- 
rical strength of the cause. The number of 
schools may be stated as 315, containing 
7,000 teachers and 80,000 scholars, including 
15,009 belonging to Roman Catholic schools. 
The average attendance is about 50,000, and 
the number of conversions is 1,250. 

Nracara.—The Rev. Mr. HAMILTON, of 
Lockport, remarked that in the 12 towns in 
the county 8 town associations were formed. 
From the 90 schools reported, pretty full and 
accurate returns were received, and they show 
a total of 1,300 officers and teachers, 6,500 
scholars, and 4,500 as the average attendance. 
There are 11,500 volumes in the libraries, and 
about $900 were contributed for benevolent 
and Sunday-school purposes during the year. 
12 conversions reported. There are 1,156 pro- 
fessors of religion connected with the Sunday- 
school. The largest school in the county is in 
the church of the Friends, a thing we have 
never heard of before in that body. There is 
also a mission-school connected with it. The 
number of children enrolled is 350. They have 
distributed more than 100 garments, and 
shoes and boots inaumerable among the 
children. 

Onnipa.—Reports from 24 of the 27 towns 
in the county were received. These show 183 
schools, with 12,415 scholars and 1,550 teach- 
ers. 80 conversions during the year. In 
Utica there are some 19 schools, and one-half 
the children are gathered into them. Only 
one-third in the county between the ages of 4 
and 21 years are inthe schools. In many 
towns there is a want of interest from a want 
of teachers. 

Ononpaca.—Mr. J. D. FOOTE, secretary, 
remarked that reports had been received frem 
16 of the 20 towns in the county. ‘here are 
104 schools, with 1,397 teachers and 8,758 
scholars, with 6,016 as the average attend- 
ance. Conversions, 182. Probable number 
of teachers not reported, 264; scholars, 1,340. 
There are nearly 2,500 scholars in mission- 
schools in the county, thus making the total 
of children gathered in, about 12,400, leaving 
one-half still out. There are three towns in 
which there is a Sabbath-school in every 
school house where it is desirable. Syracuse 
has 21 schools, and 5 mission-schools sus- 
tained by the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. 

Ontario —Mr. SAMUEL HOUGH reported 
from 13 out of the 15 towns in the county, 93 
schools, with 835 teachers and 5,358 scholars. 
Estimated, 100 teachers and 500 scholars, 
making 935 teachers, and 5,858 scholars as 
the total. Conversions, 171. 

OranGe.—This county is to be organized 
in September. The State secretary remarked 
that in a single school of 44 teachers and 216 
scholars, 21 conversions were reported. 

Or.LEANS.—No report was furnished from 
this county. 

Oswreeo.—The Rev. Mr. GALLAGHER, in 
behalf of the secretary, regretted that a fuil 
statistical report could not be presented. But 
the cause was happily on the advance in the 
county. The influence of the convention held 
the year before, at the city of Oswego, was 
long felt for good. In his own school much 
interest had been manifested. It numbered 
600 teachers aud scholars, and under its effi- 
cient superintendent, was in a most flourish- 
ing condition. During the year 24 had joined 
the church from its ranks, 20 of them pro- 
mising young men. 

OrsrGo.—This county is not yet regularly 
organized. 

PutnamM.—From 12 schools, reports show 
163 teachers and 841 scholars, which, with 
the estimates, give a total of 263 teachers 
and 1,348 scholars in the county. 

Qurens.—The secretary, Mr. LAURENS 
REEVES, reported 625 teachers, and 5,572 
scholars, with an average attendance of 3,912. 
Conversions, 125. The speaker alluded to 
the great influence of music, in enlarging the 
schools and attracting scholars. 

ReEnssEiarR. — The aggregate of reported 
returns from this county, shows 161 schools 
with 1,859 teachers, and 12,188 scholars. 

Ricumonp.—Mr. G. P. DISOSWAY, of 
Staten Island, reported in behalf of the secre- 
tary, whose business engagements detained 
him from the Convention. The speaker re- 
marked that Richmond county was the small- 
est in the State, originally settled by the 
good old stock of Dutch and Hugenots, which 
made it good soil for the Sunday-school. 
The ancestors of these people were very un- 
ceremoniously waited upon by the dragoons 
of France, with the exhortation, “Go to the 
mass or to the gallows.’ They chose neither, 
but emigrated to America, bringing over with 
them their Bibles, and their untrammelled 
consciences. The speaker remarked that 
although the county was but two miles broad, 
and twelve long, there were yet 32 regular 
congregations in it, and some of these were 
so close that if the Episcopal brethren would 
take the advice of a good Scotchman, who 
sometimes preaches for them, who thought 
they didn’t say their broad ‘ AAmen,” loud 
enough, and if their Methodist brethren would 
continue to shout their “Amen,” they 
could hear each other from their respective 
churches, 

Every congregation has its Sanday-school. 
The aggregate of teachers is about 600, with 
4,000 scholars, 

Rocktanp.—No report. 

Sr. Lawrence.—The Rev. L. MERRILL 
MILLER, of Ogdensburgh, remarked that there 
were 28 towns in the county, but some of 
them exceedingly small, with not more than 
50 to 100 inhabitants. The “John Brown 
tract,” which runs through part of the county, 
is thinly settled with a mining population, 
mostly Catholics, and coming from Montreal, 
Quebec, &c. Reports had been received from 
75 schools, having 758 teachers and 3,943 
scholars, The estimated number of teachers 
is 300, of scholars 3,000, making a total of 











1,058 teachers, and 6,943 scholars; nine con- 
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versions were reported, six of them from the | 
speaker’s own school. There are 117 churches | 
in the county, 126 schools; and five Univer- | 
salist and five Roman Catholic schools. Twoof | 
these latter were started solely in self def 


what has been secured by county conven- 
tions, and what is required to render them 
more efficient ?”” 

Mr. ALBERT WOODRUFF, of Brooklyn, 
first obtained the floor. On reading the above 





for the priest found their own children attend- 
ing the Protestant schools in large numbers. | 

Saratroca.—Mr. E. D. GARNSEY, reported | 
from 45 schools, containing 522 teachers and | 
3,998 scholars. Conversions, 64. There are 
probably 2,500 , 4 not reported, making 
about 7,000, as Sunday-school popula- 
tion of the county. The cause is advancing. 
During the year a number of union schools 
has been formed, and they are doing well. 

Scuenectapy.— Mr. CASPER F. HOAG, 
secretary, had reeeived reports from all the 
towns in the county, including the city of 
Schenectady. There are reports from 42 
schools with 506 teachers, and 3,286 scho- 
lars, with an average attendance of 2,410. 
13 conversions have occurred during the 
year. The estimate of schools not reported 
— 35 teachers, and 175 scholars, ma- 

ing 541 teachers and 3,461 scholars. 
The speaker reported a growing interest 
in the cause. «In, various ways the num- 
bers and interest of the schools have been 
increased—by the presentation of books to 
those who bring the greatest number of 
scholars; by the Sabbath-school concert, 
and by the selection of lively tunes and 
bymns, through which the schelars are learn- 
ing to sing, as well as to read the Bible. 

Scnowarie.—Mr. ALBERT BROWN, county 
secretary, reported from ten out of the eleven 
towns in the county, and from 46 of the 
schools. These schools show a total of 490 
teachers, 390 of whom are professors of reli- 
gion. There are 2,767 scholars in the schools. 
Pupils in the Bible-class 439; in the infant 
class 156. Volumes in the libraries 4,997; 
contributions $144 05; conversions 5. Of 
these schools, 16 are union. The above re- 
port does not comprise more than half of the 
schools in the county. 

Scuvyier.—No report. 

Seneca.—The returns show 631 teachers, 
with 2,930 scholars; estimated, 115 teachers 
and 587 scholars; total, 746 teachers and 
3,517 scholars. 70 conversions have taken 
place in the year. 

Srevsey.—The report received shows 74 
schools, with 610 teachers and 3,068 scholars; 
also 121 conversions during the year. But 
this is a very partial report, there being at 
least 8,000 children in the Sunday-schools of 
the county. 

Suiitvan.—No report. 
September. 

Tro¢a.—The State secretary reported from 
statistics received, 419 teachers and 2,505 
scholars; estimated, 149 teachers and 680 
scholars; total, 559 teachers and 3,185 scho- 
lars. 65 conversions. 

Tompxins.—No report. 
sent in his resignation. 

Uxster.—Not organized. No report. 

Warren.—The report states a gain of three 
schools, and returns 900 teachers and 4,000 
scholars in the schools. About 20 teachers 
and 118 scholars are estimated for the schools 
not reporting. Conversions, 79. 

Wasuineton.—This county has but recent- 
ly been organized. It has 72 towns, and a 
population of 44,000, with about 16,000 be- 
tween the ages of five and twenty-one years. 
There are 816 teachers and 5,924 scholars 
connected with the schools. 

Wayne.—Returns show 293 teachers and 
1,970 scholars, with 1,400 as the average at- 
tendance. Conversions, 43. 

Wesrtcurster.—No report. 

Wyomine.—No report. 

Yates.—There are 79 schools in the coun- 
ty, with 861 teachers and 4,515 scholars. 
Conversions, 103. This shows an increase 
within two years of 19 schools, 220 teachers 
and 1,720 scholars. Mr. N. T. Clark, of Can- 
andaigua, referred to an interesting school 
that stands at the corner of three counties, 
Yates, Ontario and Steuben, in which the 
whole church immediately after the morning 
service resolves itself into a Sabbath-school. 
Sometimes not a single person leaves the 
house till after the exercises of the school. 
It numbers some 400 of all ages. 


To be organized in 


The secretary had 





This completed the calling for reperts of 
the counties. The State secretary remarked 
that of the counties not reported, a majority 
are organized, and as regarded the State 
generally, the cause is in a prosperous con- 
dition. 

The committee appointed, at the beginning 
of the session, in referenee to the National 
Teacher’s Convention, made the following 
report: 

“ The New York State Sunday-School Associa- 
tion: 

SENDS GREETING 

To the National Teacher's Association, now 
in session in Buffalo, and would rejoice in 
being permitted to acknowledge your mem- 
bers as fellow-laborers in the great work of 
the moral education of the children and 
youth of our land. We respectfully beg 
leave to tender our best wishes for the largest 
measure of success to attend the deliberations 
of your body.” 

The report was accepted, and ordered to be 
signed by the president, and transmitted by 
telegraph. 

On the morning of August 10th, after the 
adjournment of the Convention, the follow- 
ing dispatch was received by telegraph, in re- 
sponse to the above: 

Burra.o, Aug. 9. 
The National Teachers’ Association to the New 

York State Sunday-School Convention, Sche- 

nectady, Greeting: 
Brethren Beloved : 

We thank you for your epistle of love and 
sympathy. We hail you as co-laborers in 
dispelling ignorance, and enlightening the 
world by the blessed gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. 

By order of the Association. 

J. W. Bukvey, President. 
L. Ricnarps, Secretary. 

Mr. CROFUT, of New York, offered a reso- 
lution, petitioning the State authorities to in- 
clude in the next State census, a tabular re- 
port of the Sabbath-school attendance. The 
resolution was laid on the table. It was 
stated to the Convention, that the superin- 
tendent of the national census had been re- 
quested by the Association to insert a similar 
table in the national census, and had promised 
a favorable consideration of the matter, but 
that nothing further had been accomplished 
in the premises. 

A committee of five, consisting of Messrs. 
VAN BUREN, FOOTE, WOCDRUFF, COOKE, 
and HARTT, was appointed to report the 
names for county secretaries for the ensuing 
year. 

After singing one verse of the hymn, 
“How pleasant thus to dwell below,” and 
uniting in a closing prayer, with the Rer. L. 
Hickock, D. D., Vice-President of Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, the Convention adjourned 
till 2 o'clock. 


FOURTH SESSION, 
Wednesday Afternoon, 


ONVENTION re-assembled at 2 o’clock 
PM. Vice President RALPH WELLS 
in the Chair. 
Opened by singing, 


“Say, brothers, will you meet us?” 


after which, prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Mr. DEAN, of Schenectady. 

On motion the Convention proceeded to the | 
discussion of the topics recommended by the | 
Business Committee. 


The First Topic 


was then taken up, in order, viz.: 





“ Has any benefit been derived by the Sab- 
bath-schools of this State from the holding of 
Sunday-School Teachers’ Cenventions, and 


lines, his first impulse was to ask whether 
this question was penned by a Sunday-scbool 
man. To make such an inquiry seemed to 
him very much like asking whether any 
blessings had come the past season from the 
numerous showers that had watered the 
earth, or the shining of the eun from the 
heavens. He did not see how any body of 
Sunday-school men could entertain such a 
question in such a shape. What is the his- 
tory ofghese conventions? The State con- 
venti important, the county convention 
is mo portant, and the town convention 
more important still, and indeed the weekly 
convention of the teacher with his class, 
bringing the Bible with him, is the most im- 
portant of all Sunday-school conventions. 
Still, in view of the statistics and facts pre- 
sented to them in the morning, he could not 
help calling attention to the good results of 
such conventions which called together such 
an amount of evidence and fact of the work- 
ings of ihe Sunday-school laborers of the 
State. 

As a result of the organization, there has 
been an increase of almost ten per cent. in 
the moral entefprise which lies at the founda- 
tion of the prosperity of the State, the 
church, the world. And it is only on the 
broad foundation of these great moral re- 
sults that we are invited to measure the in- 
fluence and guage the usefulness of these 
State conventions. The speaker contended 
that the Sabbath-scheol alone was the great 
moral influence which, under God, was to 
take the heterogenous masses of humanity 
that flood our Jand from foreign shores, and 
make of them the materials of a good state 
of society here in our beloved America. He 
was earnest in the matter, but not beyond the 
measure which its importance warranted and 
demanded. He verily believed from the glori- 
ous bistory of the workings of these Sunday- 
school associations in his own Strate for the 
past five years, that God was in this very in- 
strumentality, trying the last experiment 
for the salvation of a fallen world. 

One great thing that this agency had un- 
folded, was the aggressive character of Chris- 
tianity. The church had learned, through it, 
to face the common enemy. And this was 
not done by centralizing, by calling on a few 
rich men to carry the gospel influences, like 
streams of light into every dark nook and 
corner of the land, but by expanding, diffus- 
ing the elements of spiritual resistance, by 
sending out those blessed agencies of spiritual 
power, and grappling with the masses, and 
overcoming, for God, the evils of ignorance 
and sin which everywhere abounded. And 
this aggressive work the Sunday school, in 
its various machineries and agencies, was doing 
emphatically, all over our land. 

Mr. J. D. FOOTE, of Syracuse, next spoke on 
the question. He referred to the differentcounty 
organizations at which he had been present, 
and how the delegations who had come together 
in these conventions, bad been warmed up, and 
sent to their homes like so many blazing 
faggots, to scatter the fire of enthusiasm and 
earnestness over the cold and listless portions 
of the State. The speaker referred to one 
county which is now completely laid out, and 
in all the towns but two, a course of thorough, 
systematic visitation pursued, which has re- 
sulted in untold blessings. This good influ- 
ence is to be ascribed to the agency of these 
periodical gatherings of the Sunday-school 
laborers of our different fields. The Conven- 
tion recently held at Ogdensburg was alluded 
to by the speaker, who read the following re- 
solution which passed that body with great 
unanimity : 

“ Resolved, That the Ogdensburg Sunday- 
School Teachers’ Association, commends it- 
self more and more, to the love and support 
of all the friends of religious education ; and 
that from the glorious results which have 
been achieved by it in the past, we look for- 
ward to still greater efficiency, when its ob- 
jects shall be thoroughly understood by all 
the people.” 

The Rev. Mr. MILLER, of Ogdensburg, re- 
ferred to the happy influence of the county 
organization, in bringing into pleasant har- 
monious action, the different denominations 
of Christians, who had hitherto too much 
stood aloof from each other in sympathy and 
effort. It was a new idea and a glorious one, 
that the different divisions of the army could 
meet in council and devise plans for taking 
the strongholds of the common enemy by 
storm. The influence of their county conven- 
tion was greatly blessed, and its results 
were not yet matured. The speaker liked 
the idea of learning wisdom from the world, 
in reference to those great enterprises, and in 
illustration referred to the zeal and activity 
of political parties in canvassing entire dis- 
tricts and neighborhoods, holding meetings, 
and appointing committees and sub commit- 
tees, to ascertain who will vote, and where 
and how. 

The Rev. D. D. HAMILTON, of Niagara 
county, remarked that in order to make the 
organization effective either in counties or 
in towns, we need men as secretaries, who 
will work. The town of Cambria, had been 
divided into eight districts, and given to the 
different Sunday-schools to visit. As the 
result of their explorations, they found that 
out of a thousand children drawing public 
money, only 500 belonged to the Sabbath- 
school; andin one of the districts, out of 
60 children, only nine were in the Sabbath- 
school. There are now two flourishing 
schools close together, with 45 or 50 scho- 
lars, where were none before. There are 
now ten schools in the town, with an aggre- 
gate of 705 children, while two years ago, 
but few were gathered in, and little interest 
was taken in the cause. The advance was 
owing to the fresh zeal, which by means of 
the State and county organizations had been 
diffused throughout the commonwealth. 

The following pleasing incident was re- 
lated by the speaker. A litile girl much be- 
loved by her teacher and class, went to the 
far west, where she had no Sabbath-school 
to attend. She could not do without one, so 
she invited the children of the neighbor- 
hood to come into her mother’s yard, and 
there in an old pine-box, with a few children 
she started a Sabbath-school. These went 
home and told other children what a nice 
time they had, and it was not long before 
thirty little ones were assembled in the yard. 
The fathers and mothers came, at first to be 
amused, and to see what their children were 
doing, but the tears rolled down their cheeks, 
as they saw the earnestness and seriousness 
with which the whole was carried on. It 
would not do they thought. They must have 
a house to assemble in. Soon a flourishing 
school was in operation, in a comfortable 
house of worship, and the whole community 
was blessed. Thus the Sunday-school spark 
multiplies, and thus may it continue to mul- 
tiply, till it shall illumine the world with the 
glorious rays of the gospel of Christ. 


“ Ail hail the power of Jesus name,” 


was here sung with feeling, when 

Mr. A. L. VAN BUREN obtained the floor. 
He had intended to say a few words on the 
last clause of the topic under discussion. But 
the burden of his remarks was an appeal for 
“more information” on the subject of the 
Sunday-school, its wants, and the manner of 
meeting them. He believed that the Chris- 
tianity of our churches was such that it only 
needed the facts in all their naked tru'hfulness 
to be spread out before its individual follow- 
ers to stir them up to duty and to earnest 
action. And none can better make these 
facts known than Sunday-school teachers | 
themselves. Let Christians be informed that | 
there is a work for them to do, and that they 
can do it, and no doubt the Spirit of Christ 
in them wiil lead them to care for the little 
ones. 

The Rev. MILTON GALLAGHER, of Os- 





wego, desired emphatically to leave his testi- 





mony in behalf of the beneficial results of the- 
convention held the year before in his city. 
His own school wag never insuch a prosperous 
condition as now, and it was ina great mea- 
sure due to the zeal infused into its officers 
and teachers by that delightiul meeting. The 
speaker referred to a few modes of increasing 
the power and the usefulness of these conven- 
tions. One important matter should not be 
overlookedthe time for holding them. No 
more opportune time could be agreed upon 
than when the public schoo! teachers meet in 
session over their interests. The two should 
be brought into a communion of interest, for 
they are great branches of one good work, 
and the Sunday-school element should be 
infused into the other that it may Christianize 
it. In the public schools of his city, he was 
proud to say it, forty-five out of fifty of the 
teachers were Christians, and they made the 
best teachers in the Sunday-schools. 

Another important item in a good conven- 
tion is the music. There should be good 
music and plenty of it in such assemblies, 
and he was glad to see so much attention 
paid to the matter by the present body. 

A good president, too, was always a blessing 
to such a meeting. Much of the tone and 
character of the exercises depended upon the 
efforts of the chairman. The speaker did not 
at all like the frequent “calling to order’ 
which was sometimes practised. 

In connexion with the influence of conven- 
tions, and the extension of Sunday-school 
light and knowledge, the speaker could not 
forbear alluding to the Sunday-School Times. 
Its reports of facts, its timely suggestions and 
stimulants to diligence and unwearied seal 
which its columns weekly furnish, rendered it 
invaluable to every teacher. He thought no 
parent deserved to have a child in charge of 
a Sunday-school teacher who was not willing 
to pay the subscription price of the paper that 
the teacher might thus be well furnished for 
his work. 

At this point, Mr. HOAG, of Scheneetady, 
read the testimony of another to the value of 
conventions. A delegate from a neighboring 
town, after learning at Oswego that the child- 
ren might be reached by “ organizing,” went 
home, called the good men of his town to- 
gether, organized an association, and now he 
writes that every school district is well 
manned with teachers, and nearly all the 
children are brought into the Sunday-schools. 
This year he reports a gain of 37 teachers in 
the schools, and an unusual increase in zeat 
and efficiency. He ascribes itto the influ- 
ence of Sunday-school conventions. The 
speaker had received similar favorable reports 
from others. 

On motion, a committee of five was appoint- 
ed to express the sense of the Convention in 
regard to conventions. 

The hymn 


“Tm a pilgrim, and I’m a stranger,” 


was sung, when the Convention proceeded to 
the discussion of the 


Second Topic, 
which reads as follows: 

“In view of the destitution existing with- 
in the State, as disclosed by reports received, 
what should be done by the churches and 
Sabbath-schools now existing, to secure to 
the destitute portions of the State the bene- 
fits of Sabbath-schools ?” 

The Rev. J. MANDEVILLE admitted that 
there was destitution, and great destitution, 
and the question becime a seriously impor- 
tant one, How shall it be supplied? He 
thought statistics would bear him out in 
saying, that but a small portion of the church 
membership of the State was engaged in the 
Sanday-school work. Now, every church 
member is needed—none can be spared ; and 
he hoped and prayed that they might all be 
quickened to their duty and responsibility, 
and act as became Christians. The speaker 
alluded feelingly to the little orphans, who 
are thrown upon the mercy of a wicked world, 
to battle alone with its evils, or to yield 
themselves victims to its snares. He spoke 
of the duty of Christians, to seek out and care 
fur their bodies and souls, and enforced his 
remarks with a touching anecdote of a little 
boy who had lost his mother’s pious counsel 
and tender care, and step by step had been 
led by wicked companions to the peniten- 
tiary, where the speaker met him, and learned 
the sad story. His first downward step was 
taken on the Sabbath, by staying away from 
the Sabbath-school. Let the beloved teach- 
ers of our Sabbath-schools take warning 
from this instance, and visit their absent 
ones, and be to them a shield from ungodly 
influences. 

Mr. HENRY BREWSTER was moved to 
utter a plea for the orphan, and for the home- 
less, friendless little ones, whogin many 
cases would be happier beyond the reach of 
drunken, worthless parents. He related ina 
feeling manner, an instance of strong sisterly 
affection, which shone as a moral jewel, out 
of the depths of poverty and despair. What 
a blessed work to lift from paths of darkness 
and crime, these of unfortunate birth, and 
raise them through the Sabbath-school to 
lives of usefulness and honor! And what 
little time there is to lose! All who now 
do the State service in the striped clothes 
of our penetentiaries, were once the little 
beings, that a pious Sunday-school teachers’ 
care, might have reared to a bright and use- 
ful life. O, that they might be faithful to 
their trust! 

The Chair called on Mr. DISOSWAY, of 
Staten Island, to lead in prayer “for the 
orphan,” when the hymn 


“O do not be discouraged 
For Jesus is your friend,” 
was sung, standing. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Rochester, next spoke. 
He was convinced that if any good was to 
be accomplished, and this destitution we so 
much deplored was to be done away, every 
church member must do as he was bound to 
do by the most solemn of all covenants, 
look after the destitute, and supply them 
with the words of eternal life. He urged 
teachers in the language of the hymn just 
sung not to be discouraged, and related an 
interesting instance in his own experience, in 
which God had been pleased to let him see 
his reward, after twenty-five years of patient 
waiting. 

The Rev. E. F. CRANE, of Elmira, gave a 
striking illustration of the power of kimd- 
ness, in winning those in humble life to the 
ways of holiness. The incident strongly en- 
forced the duty of speaking a word to the 
ungodly, wherever we meet them. Many pass 
through life unnoticed by Christians, who 
might be gained as bright trophies of the 
cross, if the encouraging word were spoken, 
and the kind hand were offered to lead them 
to the house of God, and the society of his 
people. 

The Rev. Mr. BURGHARDT remarked that 
it was the great distinguishing feature in our 
Saviour’s ministry, that he mingled with the 
lowly and despised and degraded of this 
world, and sat down with publicans and har- 
lots; and it was the great beauty of his gos- 
pel, that it was designed and adapted to the 
most wretched of God’s creatures. But men 
do not understand their fellows, as they 
should. There is a spark of feeling in the 
most degraded soul. A reformed drunkard 
made the remark more than twenty-five 
years ago, “I have never seen a human 
being so far down in the dregs of sin and 
sorrow, and wretchedness, but what if you 
will approach him with Kindness, you will 
find a soft spot in his heart where you may 
make him feel.” And the speaker had seen 
a man who for three years had been the in- 
mate of a State prison, and who was said to 
be the hardest case that had ever crossed 
that iron threshold, melt to tears, and cry 
like a child, when told of the story of the 
cross. The speaker’s point was this: we all 
want more of the Spirit of the Master to do 
our duty in reference to the destitute we 
find everywhere around us. 

Mr. R. G. PARDEE confessed that the tales 
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to which they had been listening were touch- 
ing and catculated to melt every heart; but 
when we surveyed the great field and saw 
what was to be done, he thought there was 
no time to tell thrilling stories. We must be at 
work. They say that one hundred thousand 
children have been brought into our schools 
during the past year, But we must remem- 
ber the wastage is immense. We can get fif- 
teen thousand children every year in New 
York, but ten thousand of them are removed 
by death, or change of residence, or sickness, 
or by the priest, or something else; 80 po 
when we get fifteen thousand children we on y 
make a gain of five thousand; and if we ge 
in twenty thousand we only hold our own. 
In a mission-school of 600, 300 will drop =u 
ina year. Now how can our —— 2 
met? Not by conventions, nor ee 
by systematic, business like action. e 
speaker insisted, with his usual array of sore 
upon the feasibility of the work of systema “4 
visitation as be had before presented it, an 
of which the following statement will give an 
intelligent idea : 
SYSTEMATIC DISTRICT VISITATION. 

1. Divide the entire city, county or town into distinct 
districts, each comprising & definite territory, having re- 
ference to the number and size of Evangelical Christian 
churches in the vicinity ; and request each church to take 
a district, and become responsible for its permanent visi- 
tation, and in this way extend the practical influence of 
the churches of Christ so uniformly over the whole field, 
as not to leave anywhere a single neglected family. 

2, Each church will divide its own district inte small 
manageable sub-divisions of not more than from 5 to 20 
families each, and have them numbered and assigned so 
that each member of the church, if possible, who is not 
prevented by ill health or family disabilities, shall havea 
field of labor and responsibility to call forth his or her 
efforts, sympathies, and prayers. Select the right visitors 
for the right places. If each member would take the 
spiritual oversight of but six families, none would be 
unreached. 

3. Each visitor will be responsible for the faithful visi- 
tation of all the families of his or her section, and, if pos- 
sible, bring each child and youth into the Sabbath-school, 
and family into some place of worship. Repeat the visi- 
tation once a month, if practicable, and oftener when oc- 
casion may require; for sickness, removals, and other 
changes will render such monthly calls on the rich and 
peor, as a general rule, appropriate and desirable. 

4. It is recommended that every church do especially 
designate one of the weekly prayer-meetings in each 
menth, to hear reports, receive information, and pray 
over this great work. 

5. Nochurch or school is considered under any obliga- 
tion to confine their visitations to the families of the dis- 
trict assigned them, but will continue to enjoy the same 
liberty as heretofore, to visit voluntarily every where, 
and personally te “do good toall men as they have op- 
portunity.” 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, on behalf of the Busi- 
ness Committee, here proposed a plan for de- 
fraying the necessary expenses of the Conven- 
tion. It was that slips of paper be handed to 
the delegates, and they be requested to sub- 
scribe one dollar or more, which sum could 
be refunded by the schools, upon their re- 
turn. Something like $120 or $130 was 
needed. The recommendation of the Com- 
mittee was adopted and the plan carried out. 

Mr. JOHN G. NORTH, of New Haven, Con- 
necticut, made a fewremarks. His heart had 
been much affected at the news he had heard 
during the sittings of the Convention, and he 
could no longer refrain from a word of en- 
couragement to the brethren to continue in 
their labors of love. He had great faith in the 
mission principle. In his State it had suc- 
ceeded admirably. Some of the churches had 
four mission-schools, and he did not think a 
church was worthy to be called such, that 
had not a mission-school connected with it. 
The speaker alluded in flattering terms to the 
work in Connecticut, and to the faithful and 
successful labors of Mr. TRUMBULL, their 
State missionary, who was laboring under the 
direction of the American Sunday-School 
Union. 

Mr. WEAVER, of Albany, referred in a few 
words to a Sunday-school enterprise in which 
he had been prospered, by the blessing of 
God upon his bumble labors. 

Mr. SANGSTER, of Williamsburg, was afraid 
that much of the apathy in regard to the 
existing destitution spoken of, was to be as- 
cribed to the unfaithfulness of the ministers 
and church officers generally. It was their 
duty to oversee the flocks committed to their 
charge, and to urge the duty of each indi- 
vidual member to bestir himself to the work 
of saving souls, and especially of caring for 
the spiritual interests of the thousands of little 
children in whom so many mighty interests 
are centered. The speaker should like to see 
some such resolution as the following widely 
circulated : 

Resolved, That in view of the destitution of 
Sabbath-school instruction in this State, and 
the great want of teachers and missionaries 
for the work, we call upon all our pastors 
and church officers to see that these people 
are in and working for the Sabbath-school. 

Mr. CASPER F. HOAG gave an interesting 
account of a Sunday-school enterprise started 
in the vicinity of Schenectady. It was or- 
ganized by Emma Angellica Lent, a blind 
young lady, who acted both as superintendent 
and teacher. She had the children to go over 
the Lord’s Prayer aloud, after she had uttered 
it. They would then sing a hymn, and come 
up to her, one by one, to recite Bible passages, 
she questioning them, and explaining to them 
their meaning. After getting through with 
the larger scholars, the smaller ones would 
gather around her in the same way to recite 
their lessons. 

The speaker quoted this as a triumph of 
the desire to do good over the greatest of ob. 
stacles; and thought many sluggish indiffe- 
rent workers in the Lord’s vineyard might 
learn a lesson therefrom. If such devotion 
were found in the membership of all our 
churches, the speaker thought the great ques- 
tion under consideration could be speedily 
solved. 

The Rev. JOHN WAUGH, of Canton, St. 
Lawrence county, desired to magnify the 
office of the church in the salvation of the 
little ones. The duty of trainiog- them up 
for heaven was left upon her as the “ nursing 
mother,” by Christ ; and her duty in this re- 
spect could not be delegated to another. 
Every infant thrown by its heathen mother 
into the waters of the Ganges belonged 
to Christ, and by virtue of the blood of 
atonement would be taken to his embrace ; 
but the church was responsible for the future 
history of every soul left in the world, under 
her fostering care and discipline. 

The Rev. Mr. SEELYE, of Syracuse, felt ia- 
terested in the subject before the Convention. 
As a delegate from the Sunday-school union 
of his city, he waa glad to report that they 
had districted the place, and were securing 
the interest of the churches, and doing a good 
work by their monthly visitations. But the 
Speaker thought the great want was a more 
earnest spirit of prayer on the part of Chris- 
tians, and a deeper realization of their depen- 
dence upon the Spirit of God for the success 
of all their efforts for the promotion of his 
glory and kingdom. 

Mr. JOHN ©, BAXTER, of New York, had 
acted as superintendent of a school for fif- 
teen years, and he then took charge of a small 
classy. He did not think it a dishonor. He 
thougkt every private in the Sunday-school 
army had reason to be proud of his standard. 
He appealed eloquently to every one in his 
hearing to engage in some way in the blessed 
work of Sabbath-school instruction. If he 
could not start a mission-school he could at 
least take a class in one, and in the speaker’s 
estimation, no man was in a more honored 
position than when he sat by the side of half 
a dozen immortal souls, trying to point them 
to Jesus as the way, the truth and the life. 
The last time be had ever seen that distin- 
guished man Benjamin F. Butler, he was thus 
engaged, and he thought the picture was 
daguerreotyped by the angels and hung in the 
Picture gallery of heaven. 

Mr. DEDRICH, of Albany, wanted to know 
where @ beginning was to be made in the 
work of repairing the destitution complained 

[Continued on Fourth Page.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


LONDON, July 28, 1860. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ENG- 
LAND. 

OU are aware that the Presbyterian church 

of England is a very small body compared 

with the church of England, the Independents, 
the Baptists and the Wesleyans. It is however 
increasing, and from the church extension spirit 
which it manifests, and the field which seems 
open before it in this country, it is destined to 
be an influential branch of the church of Christ 
in England, at no very distant day. The number 
of Presbyteries is now seven, included in one 
Synod, called “the synod of the Presbyterian 
church in England.” The number of churches 
is ninety-seven, and the number of ministers 
about eighty-five. Two, viz., the Rev. Dr. McCrie, 
and the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, are professors in the 
Theological College in London, and all the others 
I believe, without exception, are connected with 
churches, and are preaching the gospel. The 
college is not now in session, but I believe the 
number of students connected with it during the 
last year was twelve. It is a new institution, 
but its prospects are encouraging, and its success 
I regard as absolutely esssential to the rapid 
growth of Presbyterianism in England. Up to 
the present time, nearly every Presbyterian 
minister in England, has been imported from 
Scotland or Ireland. I know of none of indi- 
genous growth, and there is quite as much dif- 
ference between the Scotch and the English, in 
their national peculiarities, their modes of thought 
and feeling, as there is between us and the Scotch; 
and with all the intelligence and orthodoxy of the 
Scotch ministers, they do not seem to me to be the 
ministry best adapted to draw English people. 
They come here with all their Scottish peculiarities, 
their strong adherence to the old version of the 
Psalms, and deep hostility to the use of musical 
instruments in the church. The English mind 
has been very differently trained. The people have 
not the accurate doctrinal knowledge which the 
Scotch have, they have been accustomed to an en- 











Presbyterian church missionary in China,and to love and cheerfulness I met with, and that won | and gratified with the Union books, and the | spring 


aid the Free church mission-schools in India. 

Seven years ago, the whole number of Sabbath- 
school teachers connected with this church in 
England was only 505, and the whole number of 
scholars was 6,909. Now they are more than 
doubled. Surely this isencouraging. The largest 
number of scholars hopefully converted and added 
to one church was 18! to another there was added , 
16; to two others 7each. Surely this looks some- 
thing like revival. When we see such additions 
to the church, who can doubt the presence of the 
Holy Spirit? 


THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA- 
TIONS OF LONDON. 
THE NORTHWEST BRANCH. 

What is called “the Northwest Branch of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of London,” 
located in the west end of the metropolis, is re- 
markably active, and perhaps no agency in Lon- 
don is blest to so great an extent in the conver- 
sion of souls, They hold numerous meetings at 
their rooms, and large numbers of the devoted 
young men go out into ibe streets, and through 
prayer on portions of the Sabbath, and with ex- 
traordinary zeal, self-denial and perseverance, are 
bringing multitudes to the Saviour. 

At their rooms a prayer-meeting is held every 
Sabbath morning at 7} o’cloek, and again at 94. 
Tract distributors meet at 2}. 

The devoted young men who have found Christ 
precious to their own souls, have originated a sys- 
tematic plan for reaching the crowds of young 
men who throng the streets of London on Sab- 
bath afternoons. Some thirty young men take 
the tracts in hand, and handbills called invitation 
handbills (I enclose you one), and placing them- 
selves at the corners of the streets, give them to 
any young man passing by, and converse with all 
they can, and are thus the Lord’s messengers to 
“compel them to come in,” and many can already 
testify in their happy experience the blessed re- 
sults of this agency. Arrangements are now 
making to employ 100 of the young men in tract 
distribution every Sabbath afternoon. 

A Bible-class is held at 3 o’elock P. M., after 
which a plain tea is served gratuitously, when 150 
young men usually remain. During the tea 
faithful conversation is maintained, and impres- 
sions made in the class are followed up most hap- 
pily in this way. This effort has been greatly 
blessed. The tea is followed by a prayer-meeting 
from 4 to 6. Prayer-meeting Monday evening at 
9 o’clock. Also on Friday evening, and united 
prayer- meetings for both sexes and all ages daily 
from 12.30 to 1.30 P. M. These meetings are 
numerously attended. For ten months past every 
Friday evening the large room has been crowded 
to excess, while another room below, holding 100, 
has been equally full, and large numbers have 
been obliged to leave, being unable to get into 
either room. This is the case almost every week. 
At these meetings numerous petitions for prayer 
are read, the burden of them all being for spirit- 
ual blessings, the conversion of relatives, the suc- 
cess of the work in all places, and frequently 
mingled with thanksgiving for mercies received. 
Scarcely a Friday passes without two or three at 


me to join myself to the class. I thank God it 
was instrumental also in leading me to Jesus, 
there to find pardon and grace.” Auother said, 
“T must confess my tetal inability to tell what 
Jesus has done for me, since I became acquainted 
with the class. Words cannot express the com- 
plote cliange that a few months have wrought in 
my desires and pleasures, and I can truly say, 


these converts are under nineteen years of age, 
and one of their chief characteristics is their 
earnest desire to win souls to Christ. Before 
their conversion they would have been almost 
frightened at the sound of their own voices 
in the presence of othera, Now they are fear- 


the love of Jesus, and still more precious re- 
sults, we are sure, will follow such labors. The 
class numbers over fifty, and in this branch also 
the Sabbath morning prayer-meeting is well at- 
tended and is deeply interesting. Blessed be 
God, the work is spreading gloriously in London, 
but, as I stated in a former letter, chiefly among 
the poor, and among youth, and in connection, to 
avery large extent, alone and entirely through 
lay agency, and the devoted labors of young men 
and women, and in many cases these laborers 
themselves are of the humbler classes. 


“The Young Women’s Christian Associations,” 
and what God is doing through this agency. 
M. L. 





HARTFORD, Conn., August 20, 1860, 


CONVENTION Por LiItcHFIELD CountY—MIsston Work IN 
Norwich—New York Saneata Scnoo. Workers in 


sex County. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL Convention for Litch- 
field county is called to meet at Warren, on 


part of the Stat®, and gatherings of this eharac- 
ter there, are usually large and enthusiastic. 


tional church, (Rey. Dr. Bond's.) 


Sabbath-School Teachers’ Association, at his sam 


men added much, by their presence and addresses. 


before last. 


the Sunday School Times, is of no ordinary cha 


racter. It is remote from any centre of popula 
tion, in a place where the gathering of a Sabbath 


less, and they go out boldly, and conduct 
open air services, speak to one or many, of | as you will there, 


I must leave for another letter an account of 


Connecticut—A Mopget ScaoolL—Msstines In Mippie- 


A new mission school has been organized near 


Connecticut bas been favored with a visit from 


tary of (ae American Sunday-School Union. He 
has been making a brief visit to H. A. Mott, Eeq., 
the efficient Secretary of the New York City 


mer residence, near New London. These gentle- 


to the interest of a Union Sabbath-School Con- 
cert in New London, on the evening of Sabbath 


Mr. Burtis also visited and addressed, on the 
afternoon of the same day, the “ Gilead Sabbath- 
school,” at a back district in Waterford. This 
school, which has been several times aliuded to in 


school would be deemed practicable by but few. 
It is conducted on the union basis, and has been 


Union schools.” 

In No. 25 of the Times, ia Mr. Jackson’s in- 
teresting letter from “White Top Mountain,” 
Va. In all except that we areon a broad prairie, 
instead of a mountain, we are in a similar situa- 
tion with his school; the same destitution, the 
same ignorance, the same interest to learn. No» 
we are not quite like his school. We are beyond 


“Whereas I was blind, now I seo.” Most of | the track of the Sunday-school missionary yet. 


Probably it will be years before he will come so 
far. 

Well, brethren, from our litt!s school in the 
“ Mott,” (grove,) surrounded by deep, dense dark- 
ness, we send you good cheer; we are glad—glad 
at what you are doing. We commend you to 


“———- in the patience of hope, 

And the labor of love,” 

“knowing that our labor of love shall not be in 
vain in the Lord.” 

Tell our eastern friends, the Times has found 
its way to this “frontier,” and it is fully as wel- 
come here, and more needed, than there. 

E. R. 





WILLIAMSPORT, v—- Co., Pa, 
ugust 13, 1860, 
HINKING you would like to hear a report 
from Williamsport, I have seated myself to 


send down cool, fresh breezes upon the populace, 


summer tour up among the nineties. The prin- 


Wednesday, 29th inet. Some of the most earnest cipal part of the inhabitants are in some way 


. , in the lumber business. In sprin 
Sabbath-school workers in Connecticut are in that po . ne acne de of logs are en ve and for many years labored as an assistant, and 





down the streams that lead to this place from 


census there are about 8,000 souls abiding here, 


> 


your Saviour and ours, and we will work and live | Beneath this sod, in the midst of his 


the great pine forests above, and are here . 
“the Falls,” in Norwich. It is mostly under the cawed into marketeble timber, There are 6 - — —— _ eth i, pepe 1 
direction of friends from the Second Con a- arent many large cap.ctine oeng Re Sve, eee eet eee 
greg give employment to great many men. Some address. With a very Tiuaived uotice a large con- 
of them run as many as a hundred and twenty | Stegation assembled, and this delight(ul service 
Rev. Mr. Burtis, of New York, Associate Secre. |" St once. Were it not for these mille, it is closed my labors win a these dear Christian 
ere oS Sele tee ter Te- | said that Williamsport would be a very small | People. The Indians io 1821 removed to Canada 
town. As it is now, it is the largest, handsomest, accompanied with their faithful pastors, and now 
and most enterprising place between here and four Moravian churches, enjoying much spirituah 
Harrisburg, and it is the home of our present go- prosperity, occupy this old missionary ground, 
verovor William F. Packer. According to the late 


There are many fine buildings, and among them 
are several of the finest churches in this section 
of the State. The Baptist congregation are just 
finishing their new and beautiful building. The 
‘First Presbyterian church have lately finished ’ 
their third structure in the present site in sixteen Union, at the very low price of 
years. Providence has destroyed their building 
twice by means of the fiery element, but they 
have built it up again, and now have a very fine 
building. Opposite them, the Second Preshyte- | gious training of the young. It is also an 
rian church have a very fine house, and all have | excellent Famity Parrr. 

large congregations. There are also churches owned 


tirely different style of Psalmody, and almost uni- | least giving thanks for conversion during the 
versally to the use of instruments in church. Hence | week. One interesting case which occurred about 
there is very little in the imported ministers to | a week ago was that of an aged man, who was 


thus continued summer and winter, for now 
pearly a quarter of a century, under the lead of 
its present superintendent. A full record of the 


attract English people, and there are among them | present, full of joy and peace. He had just found 


no men of superior ability or pulpit talent, and as 
a matter of fact I believe, to a very large extent, the 
Presbyterian churches in England, are composed 
simply of Scotch people who have removed to 
England. 

This is now felt by the ministry to some 
extert, and they are making vigorous efforts to 
train up ministers in England, who shall be in 
sympathy with the English mind. The church 
is actively engaged in her various benevolent 
schemes, especially in efforts in behalf of do- 
mestic and foreign missions and education. She 
has one missionary in China, and she contri- 
butes to sustain one in India, and one at Corfu, 
mainly, I think, employed among the English sol- 
diery. The Sabbath-schools connected with the 
Presbyterian church in England, are on the 
whole, in a flourishing condition. I have before 
me, a “ Report upon the statistics of the Sabbath- 
schools connected with the English Presbyterian 
church, presented to the conference of ministers, 
elders and teachers, held at London, June 12, 
1860.” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

The elders of the presbytery of London have 
been accustomed to meet frequently to confer to- 
gether on matters connected with the interests of 
the church. It was suggested that one of their 


the Saviour, and kneeling down with some young 
men who hold a second meeting after the first is 
closed, poured out his soul in a very remarkable 
prayer. Some ofthe expressions were these: “O 
Lord, thou knowest this is the first time I have 
prayed; thou knowest I have never prayed till 
now, that I have lived all these years without 
praying.” Then followed a burst of thanksgiving 
and praise. He. now knew God as his Saviour, 
and said, “Now Iwill cut all my wicked com- 
panions. God bless that lady who persuaded me 
to come here.” The man in whom this wonder- 
ful change was wrought was about seventy years 
of age, his hair having grown gray in sin. 

I attended this prayer-meeting last night my- 
self, and was amazed at hat I witnessed. The 
two rooms were crowded, the stairs and the pas- 
sage ways all full, the people standing the whole 
time. The meeting was promiscuous, male and 
female—deeply solemn—the exercises short and 
appropriate. At least six prayers were offered, 
one by a youth about 14, a most earnest, humble, 
and Scriptural prayer. It was my privilege to 
address the audience for a few minutes, in urging 
sinners to come to Christ. After the meeting 
closed, two or three under deep contrition re- 
mained, and were prayed with and earnestly 
pointed to Christ. 

The Bible-class on the Sabbath afternoon em- 


as complete a system is observed in the conduc 


such a character and extent, as to call for un 


Christ, to him who hath given all the increase, 


papier wiapapelantragrdenctirs agree a villages in the Union. I have gained some in- 


of all its affairs, as in the Lee avenue school of Sormetion concerning mest of the’ eshecin and 


Brooklyn. It is a model in its way, and the re- 
sults of effort in connection with it, have been of 


visited four of them. 


with Ira Gardiner, the Middl county secre- 
tary, addressed the Methodist Episcopal church 
at Durham, in the forenoon. In the afternoon, 
Mr. Trumbull met the two Congregational 
churches of the same place, at the North Con- 
gregational church. In the evening, he addressed 
a large union meeting at the First Congregational 
church, (Rev. Mr. Taylor’s) in Middletown. 
GLEANER. 








NUECES TOWN, Texas, August, 1860. 

{7 HILE the columns of the 7'imes teem with 
\ accounts of Sunday-schools in the cities and 
in the populous country of the East, and with 
county and State conventions, which make our 
hearts glow, maybe a word from the wilderness 
will interest some. If no more, it will show that 
the spirit of Sabbath-schools is one, and that God 
is true to his word everywhere. 

The Nueces river, in south-west Texas, has 


ers, and 220 scholars. 


before school is opened. They sing very well, 


My next visit was in the afternoon to the 
Methodist school, which is the next largest one. | who are interested in the subject of religious. 
The Rev. J. S. Deal is their pastor, and Mr, P. | education, which is not here brought under 
H. Hoffman, the superintendent of the school. | consideration from week to week. No teacher, 
Their teachers number 30, and 100 children in | 20 parent, should be without it. 
the infant school, and about 150 in the older 
They also have a mission-school in a re- | Means, without any other agency, of establish- 


meetings should be thrown open to admit the 
Sabbath-school teachers of London, and in order | braces over 300 young men, and would be much 
to make the meeting more interesting, that as full | larger if there was room; many now crowd the 
information as possible should be obtained in | @oorways, and stand all the time, and in a note I 
regard to all the Sabbath-schools connected with | have just received from the secretary who con- 
the church throughout the synod. Circulars were | duets the exercises, he says: “We had more 
aceordingly issued to every church, containing nu- | #Wakenings in my class of 300 young men last 
merous inquiries, and from most of the churches | Sabbath than ever before, I believe, in one day. 
full and satisfactory replies were obtained. One | “The Lord was with us in power.” Indeed, the 
session, indeed, stood upon its Scotch dignity, and | Scenes transpiring in connection with the labors 
refused to answerany inquiries, “ because they had of these devoted young men, strongly resemble 
not been consulted abeut the proposed conference.” | those witnessed in your city of Philadelphia some 
Another “d d it inexpedient to answer any | two years since, in connection with the labors of 
queries put by irresponsible parties.” Reports your “Young Men’s Christian Association.” Se- 
were received from eighty of the churches; from | veral of the other branches of the ten young men’s 
seventy-four very full ceports, and in tion idtions are very active—but if all, including 
with these seventy-four churches there are 1,215 | the parent association, Isbored as the one to 
teachers and 11,829 scholars, and from the best | Which I have above referred, the revival move- 
information that can be obtained in regard to the | ment in London would be vastly augmented. 
other churches, the committee believe the whole | What seems to be wanting in these associations, 
number of teachers connected with all the ninety- is a few master-spirits wholly consecrated, and feel- 
seven churches are 1,¢45, end of scholars 14,129. | ing their responsibility. The secretary of the above 
The schools reported have libraries numbering | branch, Mr. Henry Hull, who, I believe, isa member 
12,622 volumes, and the scholars attending these | of the church of England, is a man of this epirit, 
schoole contributed during the last year for mis- | and through his infl , his iates have been 
sionary purposes, $1,708; 385 of the present | 80 remarkably waked up to efforts for the salva- 
teachers were once pupils in these schools; 113 | tion of souls. If the secretary of your Young 
of the scholars were added to the communion of | Men’s Christian Association would open a cor- 

















.the church during the last year. To the questi pond with Mr. Hull, I have no doubt it 


> ’ 
“How many of your seholars have becorze mem- | Would be mutually profitable and interesting. 


bers of the chureh during the past year?” one | Mr. Hull’s address is Stafford Rooms, Titehborn 
minister answers, “None, people do not communi- | street, Edgeware Road, W., and your paper I am 
cate here till advanced in life!!” In 58 schools | Sure would be most acceptable to him. 
prayer-meetings are held weekly or monthly, be- THE BLOOMSBURY BRANCH. 
sides a prayer-meeting on the Sabbath. In connection with the Bloomsbury branch, 
In one school a prayer-meeting of senior scho- | there are very ing prospects, especially 
lare is held on the first Sabbath of each month, | in the junior Bible-class. There has been no ex- 
two weekly prayer-meetings among the senior | citement, but a deep, inwrought, earnest feeling. 
boys, one weekly meeting among the senior girls, The work first took a deep hold, in the strong 
a weekly preparation meeting of the teachers, and | desire of some of the members of the class to 
a weekly meeting of the mothers of the scholars. | realize more their responsibilities, and to have 
This school, as may readily be supposed, is in a grace to fulfilthem. In answer to their earnest 
highly flourishing condition. I have visited it continued prayer, “life more abundantly” pte 
myself, and was greatly delighted with the  ear- increased in their souls, and thus increased their 
nestness manifested by both teachers and scholars. anxiety for the souls of others, and urged them 
In another school there is a preyer-meeting of | to more earnest efforts, and very precious results 
the boys every Sabbath at the close of the school, | soon followed their labors. During the past 
& prayer-mesting of the girls every Saturday eve- month, twelve of the members of this class have 
ning, and a united prayer-meeting of the whole | come to Christ, and found “that peace which 
school on the first Sabbath of each month. passeth all understanding.” Others are at this 
In one church the pastor preaches a speciai | moment under deep conviction, and long before 
sermon to the scholars and their parents once a | this appears in your paper, will, I trust, be re- 
month, and encourages the larger pupils to write joicing in pardoned sin. Speaking of his con- 
out notes of these sermons as fully as they can. | nection with the class, one young man said, 
Large numbers do it, and there is kept up in that | “When I first went to the class, I had no thought 
school a constant interest, and from it seven were | of attending regularly. At the close of the exer- 
added to the church the last year. Nearly all the cises, a prayer was offered up for those who 
schools collect funds for foreign missions; in | were there for the first time, asking God to turn 
some by cards, in others by boxes, or by quarterly their hearts to him. I felt that prayer was offer- 
and monthly gatherings. A small missionary | ed for me, and from that day Ican date a new 
paper, called the Juvenile Missionary, is generally | era of my existence. Thanks be to God for his 
circulated in the schools, and this tends much to great mercy to me. Till that day I was in dark- 
create a missionary spirit. In most of the schools | ness, now I see the light.” Another of the 
there are regular quarterly addresses on missions. | class said, “ When I first joined the class, I had 











The furids are appropriated to support poor Sun- | nowhere to go on the Sunday afternoons, but 
day-schools in Ireland, to support the English | the parks. On first coming I was struck with the 


been supposed to mark the boundaries of civili- 
zation; and not without reason. West of that is 
a region that has been overrun with the Indians, 
the Mexicans, and the United States troops, each 
in turn, and each with their peculiar vices. 
Schools, churches, and enterprise are not among 
the institutions here, certainly not the prevailing 
ones. The Sabbath is very nearly forgotten, or 
very generally disregarded. 

Thirteen miles east of here are two churches and 
two Sabbath-schools. These are directly on the 
Bay, but west and south we hear of no church, or 
Sunday-school, or day-school, er place of stated 
preaching, till you reach the Rio Grande itself. 
Seattered along that river are a very few, and 
then probably’no more to the Pacific Ocean, so 
that we feel that we are quite on the outposts. If 
we were farther north, there would be active 
schools beyond us,—(See the interesting account 
of the California State Convention, )—but here we 
look only into solid darkness beyond us. 

We cannot meet the thousands of children, and 
the thousands of teachers and friends, “ while the 
dew is yet on the grass,” as lately they did in 
Massachusetts. We cannot gather by railroads, 
nor send congratuletions by lightning, as they 
did. We cannot reckon our hosts, nor strike a 
key-note that vibrates through many hearts. We 
cannot show you large rooms filled with intelli- 
gent, earnest teachers and orderly scholars, but 
“our hearts burn within us,” while we read of 
these things in the Times ;” and we want to tell 
you and them we have our Sabbath-school here, 
and that God blesses it and those who work in it. 

Previous to last fall, a few children were 
gathered to read the Bible for an hour on the 
Sabbath, by some good-hearted, Bible-loving 
foreigners. But they were not accustomed to 
give instruction, and did not attempt it; nor had 
they any library. In due time the school was re- 
organized, a ten-dollar library, and some juvenile 
books, and fifteen copies each of the “ Banner” and 
“Gazette” were procured. One half the library 
was donated by the committee at New Orleans, 
and owing to the wreck of the boat on which the 
box was, the whole library was kindly duplicated. 
Then we began in good earnest, and every Sab- 
bath we see the general results in the improved 
appearance, and the more regular attendance ef 
the scholars. The books are read eagerly by pa- 
rents and children, They constitute nearly all 
the reading matter of the place, and the region 
for milesaround. ‘The scholars are beginning to 
have definite ideas, and to give intelligible an- 

swers about their lessons. The teachers are ven- 
turing to ask some questions, and make some sug- 
gestions, beyond the question-books, Better 
than all, three of the scholars indulge the hope 
that they are bern again, and give fair evidence 
that their hope is a good one, On each returning 
Sabbath our heart is more and more encouraged. 
No plan but the “Union” one would have 
succeeded at all. One of my teachers is a Bap- 
tist, one a Methodist, in sentiment, and one a non- 





any denominational school, as all are satisfied 


help build Father Chiniquy’s church. 


derive much pleasure in doing so. 


The one at the 








GENADENHUTTEN, 0., Aug. 10, 1860 
FTER our Sunday-school convention at New 
Philadelphia, and a very large and enthu- 
siastic meeting of the schools in an adjoining | subscribers to the Monthly Times are counted 
grove the day following, a kind friend, John | the same as one subscriber to the Weekly 
Judy, Esq., invited me to spend to-day in visiting | Times. 

the old Moravian missionary stations in the vici- shar dudamunts-iobahed::tn' aoe = 
nity. This mornixg at an early hour we entered | Othe a ng, 
Passing down the be furnished grata itously on application. 
beautiful and fertile valley of the Toscarawas Address - 
river a few miles, we reached Schoenbrun, an an- 
professor, and all would bave been frightened at | cient Indian village’and a missionary station. 
This is nowa broad corn field. The gushing 


upon this interesting tour. 





















ary 
the 


found engraved on small tablets of native stone, 
The former labored among the American Indians 
sixty years, and died November 17, 1808, ag 


87. Ile was a true onary of the cross. 

the burning zeal “iar devotes y of 

Brainerd and the ality ; Marty, 

during sixty years he toiled 
Delawares won te 


hearts of scores of heathen 
Christ and heaven are the seals of his 


interest, the scene of a most brutal butevery of 
ninety-six Christian Indians on the 8th of March, 
1782, by a lawless band of 100 soldiers from 
western Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

Guided by the Rev. L. C. Reinecke, the esteemed 
pastor of the Moravian church, we visited the 


tell you of some of the good things I have heard | S#¢?ed spot, and with melancholy interest gather- 
and seen since I arrived.in this town. As you | @ &p & few memorials of that dreadful slaughter. 
may know, it is delightfully situated on the West The Mission House in which the bodies of these 
Branch of the Susquehanna river, and huge, high, | P°°T murdered Indians were collected and con- 
and verdure-clad mountains are all around it, sumed is distinctly marked. Digging with » hoe 
as if to guard it from danger. These mountains | ¥¢ found charred wood and burned corn, and 


frequently bones with traces of fire are to be 


and are very weloome when the mercury takes a found. In the adjacent graveyard is the grave of 


Joshua, the first Indian baptized. He was from 
the Kast, and had been tanght the gospel by 
David Brainerd. He possessed remarkable gifts, 


was blessed in leading many souls to Christ. 
On my arrival at the village [ was invited by 


B. W. Car.vaw. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


a is a Weekly Religious Paper, pub- 
lished by the Amertcax Scunpay-Scaoon 


ONE DOLLAR A YEAR. 


It is designed for Parexts, Teachers, and 
all who are engaged or interested in the reli- 


A portion of the Sunday- School Times is occu- 


by Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, and Ger- | pied with NARRATIVES and othermatter =. 
man Reformed congregations, besides a Friends’ | ticularly interesting to young persons, Teac 

And what is better still, dear | Will find in it much that they will like to read 
Times, this is one of the greatest Sunday-school to their classes—interesting matter prepared 


to their hands, and such as they cannot find 
elsewhere. For the same reasons, members 
of Bible-clusses, and the older scholars gene- 
rally, will be greatly benefitted by the peru- 


The one connected with the Second Presby- | sal of this paper. 
terian church is the first one I visited, and the 
‘. largest of all. The Rev. William Sterling, is} colamn or more of the choicest matter 
bounded gratitude, on the part of those who love pastor of the church, and Mr. E. S. Lowe, is | selected from the NOON PRAYER. MEET- 
i superintendent of the school. In the infant | ‘NGS, which are so interesting to all classes 

On Sabbath, the 12th inst., our missionary, school, under the charge of Miss Sterling, there of Christians. 
are 65 scholars. Tho larger school has 32 teach- 
Besides these, they have intelli nce, the ron Aa 
a mission-school in a distant part of the town, taing all the movt receat Suoday-scboe! suns. 
of over 100 scholars, and still another one which 
they hold in a grist mill, three miles from town, 
which numbers 60 scholars. 


The Sunday-School Times has every week 


Besides a large amount of general religious 
4 hool Times con- 


It reports all the important CONVENTIONS of 
Sunday-school teachers. It discusses the ques- 
tions which most interest and ex teachers 


The teachers are | and parents, respecting the various METHODS OF 
zealous and diligent, and trust that God is bless- | Retigious TRAINING for the young, the means 
ing their efforts, and that much good is done. | of gaining the attention and the affections of 
They ure the Union Hymn Book, and the “ Sab- | Children, and especially of securing i 
bath-School Bell,” and sing half an hour together | CUversion and bringing them to Christ. The 


subject of MISSION-SCHOOLS for cities, and 
of Sunday-school missionary werk for the in- 
terior, is thoroughly canvassed. Indeed, there 
is hardly a topic of practical importance to any 


The Sunday-School Times has been the direct 


‘ i day-schools in neighborhoods where 
mote part of the village, called Newtown. About | '"8 Sunday 8" 
15 teachers, and 100 scholars usually attend its none existed before, and of giving life to other 


sessions, and everything goes on encouragingly. 


schools which were languishing. Jt is the 
testimony of hundreds of superintendents, that 


The school connected with the First Presby- | they have found their schools reviving from the 
terian church, of which the Rev. Mr. Simonton is | time that this paper began to circulate among 
pastor, was the scene of my next delightful visit, | “teir teachers and in the families of their con- 
and there I found a body of scholars under the | /7¢7@tions. 
superintendence of Dr. A. Hepburn. From the 
latter gentleman I learned on they have 23 cluded from this paper. The Sunday-School 
teachers and 120 scholars, besides an infant Times does not even reply to its own assailants. 
school in charge of Mrs. Simonton, about 50 


RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY is entirely ex- 


Its only answer to attacks, is to labor more in- 
dustriously to make a paper, which shall be 
worthy of the patronage of warm-hearted, 


These children have nobly raised in two collec- | working Christians, and which shall breathe 
tions $23.75, to buy some stones and lumber, to | throughout the spirit of meekness and love, 
They | The conductors of this paper endeavor to 
are always ready to give a helping hand to any | remember, that the great end of all Christian 
good object that comes before them, and seem to | €ffort is to bring men to Christ. They aim, 
They support | 8¢cordingly, to put into every number of the 
a mission-school also of 68 scholars, who are 20 Septoria on ivsve dry Fem = 5 ite di- 
under the care of Mr. S. Cramer, superintendent, ‘ 
aided by a corps of 15 teachers. They take 
the “Foreign Missionary,” and the “ Banner,” 
published by the American Sunday-School Union. | of many conversions, by subscribing for 
Several of the teachers take the Sunday-School | copies of this paper for young persons of 
Times, I am told, but not all of them. 

I could learn but little about the schools con- manufactares might thus confer « lasting 
nected with the other churches, 
Baptist church is small on account of the un- 
finished state of their building, but numbers 65 
scholars at present. The others are flourish- 
ing I am informed. Altogether I think Williams. | CANVASSERS WANTED IN ALL PARTS 
port is a good Sunday-school place. A young 
colporteur named Hays, has done much good here Special Arrangement for the Present Season. 
in encouraging the people to engage in the 
mission work, and they do go at it heart and 
hand, May God bless them in the great and 
good work, and reward them. I am very sorry 
to add, however, that in addition to all this good 
work that is progressing, there is an unusual] QUARTO DIOTIONARY, new  prcrortat. 
and drunkenness at this | EDITION, price $6; or of LIPPINCOTT’S.. 
place. Even on the Lord’s holy day, I noticed 
dram-shops with open doors, inviting the poor 
laboring inebriate to come in and drink damna- | the names of TREN NEW sUBSCRIBERS, and ter. 
tion to both body and soul, This is painful to | are im cash, we will give a co 
all good people, and they are trying to reform new and splendid MAP OF ANC 
Professor Gaddis has been lecturing 
nightly on temperance for some time, and yester- 
day afternoon addressed the Suaday-school chil- 
a and in the evening preeched on that great compensation in money, and who can pro- 


hearted Christians, who are seeking the means 
of doing good, would, it is believed, do an 
important service, and perhaps be the means. 


their acquaintance. Men largely engaged in 


benefit upon their apprentices or workmen, 

Many hundreds of clergymen are sub- 
scribers to this paper, and recommend it 
warmly to their congregations. 


OF THE UNITED STATES. 


I. To teachers or others, who are willing to 
canvass for this paper, and who will send us 
at one time, the names of sEVEN NEW sUB- 
SCRIBERS, and seven dollars in cash, we will 
give a copy of WEBSTER’S UNABRIDGED. 


UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, price $6. 
II. To those who will send us, at one time, . 


of the.. 
JERU-- 
SALEM, sold by our Society, 5 feet by 7, 
mounted and colored. Price $10. 


III, Persons who prefer canvassing for 
duce satisfactory testimonials as to character, 


May God bless him and his colleagues | will receive most liberal terms. 
in this glorious cause, and grant a reform among 
those addicted to intemperance. 


IV. MONTHLY TIMES, The Sunday-School 
Times for the first week in each month is also 
issued in a separate form as a Monruiy paper, 
for those schools and tamilies who do not 
wish to take it weekly. Price, to single sub- 
scribers, 25 cents a year. In awarding premi- 
ums or compensation to canvassers, four single 


gay" Specimen copies of the popes, 


WALDRON J. CHEYNEY, Treasurer, 
American Suxpay-Scuoon Union, 
Philadelphia. 
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Mr, BRISTOL, of Buffalo, described in 
hic language the efforts of himself and a 
Se Gate visiting the suburbs and 


around bis city, establishing mission 
and schools, and ering the children 
in them as far as possible. Their labors had 
been very fruitful of the bless- 
ing of the Master. The ya lieved that 
startling revelations would be made by many 
of the tutions even of neighborhoods to 
large Christian centres, if they would but go 
forth on such tours as he had been permitted 
to make. 

Mr. J. D. FOOTE, of Syracuse, thought no 
one plan would be successful everywhere. He 
believed the way the great work of the Sun- 
day-school was to be done was to doit! He 
then alluded to the individual efforts of some 
in destitute regions, and of the large measure 
of success that attended them. He especially 
referred to the efforts of a lady in Steuben 
county, who finding no Sabbath-school estab- 
lished in her vicinity, set about the work, or- 
ganized one herself, opened and closed it with 
eeevers and built up a flourishing, successful 

ool 


The Rev, A. H. LUNG, of Canandaigua, re- 
marked that if we would send missionaries 
abroad we must first have missionaries at 
home ; and if we would occupy destitute por- 
tions of our counties we must first attend to 
the destitute portions in our own churches, 
The church-school was first to be cared for. 
Every man, woman, and child must be 
brought into our own Sabbath-school. 
Young men of fourteen and fifteen years get too 

to attend the school, and they too gene- 
leave it, and thus teachers are not made 
ofthem. This is a serious difficulty to be re- 
medied. When we get our own schools filled, 
we can then send the surplus workers out to 
labor a ae nth sepeaiee oR as 
@n en g t his school, the 
had trebled its number in three eae 
that now more than two to one are grown 
up persons. During the present season be- 
eri ninety and one hundred were converted 
to a 

Mr. J. H. THOMPSON, of Rochester, related 
a fact for the encouragement of teachers. 
Twenty-five years ago a gentleman living in 
Ontario county went three miles up the Ca- 
nandaigua lake to establish a Sunday-school. 
He met there a boy who had come three miles 
the other way. The gentleman left, and never 
knew the result, but the boy was converted, 
became a minister of the gospel, and he is 
now preaching in the city of Columbus, Ohio. 


“ Blest be the tie that binds” 


was sung, when the Convention united in 
prayer with Mr. HARTT, of Troy. 

The Rev. R. B. RODGERS, of Kingston, 0. 
W., desired to correct what he considered ar 
important misuse of a term often employed in 
the addresses before the Convention. He did 
not like the word “Catholic,” ured as de- 
scriptive of the “Roman Catholic’ church. 
Some might think he was merely quibbling 
about words, but he had labored much 

R ists, and he knew that they 

gladly accepted the term as an acknowledg- 

ment of their claims to the title of “the 
universal church.” 

The ——- paid a just tribute to the Mo- 
ravian church, and thought the consecration 
of their all to the service of the church, in 
their schools and other enterprises, was wor- 
thy the emulation ofall Christians. The speak- 
er should despair of Conventions and of every 
other agency for the promotion of the cause, 
if Christians did not engage in this work with 
‘that entireconsecration of body, soul and spirit, 
which a deep realization of their covenant 
vows would inspire within their hearts. What 
we most wanted, in his view, was a baptism 
from heaven, as the great inward power im- 
pelling to live and labor, and spend and be 
spent in the work of saving souls. 

Mr. N. T. CLARK, of Canandaigua, remark- 
‘ed that he was putin charge of a Sunday- 
school in his town some seventeen years be- 
fore, with a young man who thought he 
never had any talent for such labor. He 
was placed in charge of a class of little 
girls of ten or eleven years of age. That 
young man is now dead, and all his class 
are dead but one, and she resides in Cincin- 
mati, where she is actively engaged in the 
Sunday-school cause. But every one of the 
class gave the clearest evidence of a Chris- 
tian character, before they were called away ; 
and the last one remarked to her pastor on 
her ng bed, that it seemed to her that 
“her Saviour had never for once let go his 
hold of her through her whole life time.” 
The speaker felt deeply interested in the re- 
ligious education of young men, and especi- 
oy ee rd in his remarks to encourage such 
as had misgivings as to their capacities tor 
Sunday-school labor. The example of the 
young man referred to, should dispel all 
such , and move young men to earnest, 

. hearty effort in the good cause. 

Messrs. H. DANN and HATCH, also madea 
few remarks at the closing moments of the 
session. The latter related the story of his 
enlisting a modest, backward Obristian in 
the work of the Sabbath-school. He at first 
prevailed upon him to do something by way 
of harnessing bis horse on the Sabbath, and 
carrying him (the superintendent) a few 
miles out of the city to a mission-school 
By degrees he interested him in the labor, 
got him to praying in public, and triumphed 
@t last by placing him in entire charge of 
the school. The speaker believed in draw 
ing out the talent of some old church mem- 
bers whose strength hitherto had been “to 
sit still.” 











FIFTH SESSION. 


Wednesday Evening. 


Tint Convention re-assembled in the eve- 
ning, Vice President Rev. MILTUN GAL- 
of Oswego, in the Chair. 
beautiful words, 


“T have a Father in the promised land,” 


San ody ane yayrs 
n prayer. 
The Rev’ L. M. MILLER, of Ogdensburg, 
addressed theassembly. He spoke of the 
signs of the times. His led him to 
look back into the past. When the Spanish 
passing through our interior 
southern lands, came at last to stand upon the 
borders of the great Mississippi, as he looked 
out upon its broad expanse and grzed upon 
the far outstretching valley of the mighty Fa- 
ther of Waters, his vision was full of the glory 
that these rich and vast domains would add 
to his country’s faith and fame, so he devoutly 
planted the cross on the banks of the stream 
and consecrated the whole region to his ruling 
father the Spanish king not only, but to his 
spiritual father, the Pope. Many years have 
rolled by, and as we Christians look upon this 
valley, now teeming with its multitudes, and 
to the regions beyond, we have a different 
vision. We anticipate the time when the 
glory of the Master shall cover the whole ex- 
panse, when he shall rule and reign as King, 
and all the vast population of our Westero 
continent shall serve him as Lord over all, 
blessed forever. And the time of the vision 
is at hand. The walls of separation are being 
broken down. Many are running to and fro, 
and knowledge is increasing. The power of 
the Spirit rests upon the land in prayer; for 
there never was an age when the people felt more 
the necessity of prayer and the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost to lead them to pray, than at this 
time. But the speaker regarded as the last, 
though not the least s‘gnificent signa of the 
times, the wondrous power of the Sabbath- 
school, the wondrous interest which invested 
the subject in the hearts of those who love the 
lambs of the flock. There never was a time 
when the prophecy of Malachi, regarding the 
turning of the hearts of the children to the 
fathers and the fathers to the children, was so 
fulfilled as at this day. What then was our 
duty and our privilege in this favored day? 
To work, to toil, to strive, that we may at 
last share in the glorious rewards which await 
the faithful. 

The speaker did not like the insinuations 
of some of the gentlemen, that the ministry 
were so much at fault. They had always 
stood in the fore-front of the battle, as the 
captains of the Lord's hosts, leading on to 
conflict and to conquest. Many were to-day 
laboring in foreign fields, planting the seeds 
of the gospel in heathen soil, and spreading 
the knowledge of the Saviour to the ends of 
the earth. If the professing people of God 
felt more their own responsibility, and in 
his strength endeavored to perform their duty, 
no one would complain of the want of zeal 
and effort on the part of the ministry. 

But all have a great work to do. Where 
shall we begin, how shall we continue, and 
how end this work? Right motives must 
first impel us. The great moving power 
should be the love of Christ. “The love of 
Christ constraineth us,” should be the con- 
trolling, animating motto of every laborer. 
Another motive springing out of our love to 
Christ, and indispensab! , Was a 
love for the souls of the lambs of the flock. 
This love had countless ways of expressing 
itself. In the Sabbath-school teacher’s work, 
it was displayed in efforts to interest and 
attract, that the truth might be seen and its 
impression left upon the heart. The speaker 
here alluded to the value of music, in draw- 
ing children under the influence of Sabbath- 
school instruction. He related one or two 
striking incidents of its power, in attracting 
and retaining the children of Roman Catholic 
parents, notwithstanding repeated threats of 
punishment. 

And last, though the greatest of all, the 
main spring of all effort, is prayer. Some 
may not be able to do much active service, 








but al2 can pray; and this is the secret of ; 


success in every labor performed for Christ. 
There is nothing beyond the power of these 
three agencies combined; prayer, love to 
Christ, and love for the souls of the little 
ones. With these we may expect our work 
to be well and gloriously done, and to reap 
a glorious harvest in heaven. 

Mr. P. G. DISOSWAY, of Staten Island, 
was the next speaker. If any one should 
ask him what the characteristic of this 
present wonderful age of the world was, he 
should say it was the grand exodus of the 
human family. Our fellow-men seem to be 
meving in vast bodies to and fro on the 
earth. No less than thirty or forty thousand 
Chinese have reached our western shores, 
and every year over three hundred thousand 
beings touch on the shores of Staten Island 
alone, to be scattered throughout our land, 
wherever their interests or fortunes may 
lead them. Mr, Webster on one occasi»n, 
made an estimate of this emigration to our 
land, and he put it down at half a million 
yearly. The speaker would be indulged in 
a few reflections on the subject, as he had 
been watching this immense wave as it had 
rushed upon our shores, from his cottage 
window; and the sight was to him sugges- 
tive of the most serious and often painful 
thoughts, and had led to the most searching 
inquiries, as to what the duty of our people 
in reference to the matter was, and how we 
should endeavor to perform it. 


The vast body of those who are thus emp- 
tied upon our shores are anything but Pro- 
testant, patriotic, religious, or moral, but on 
the contrary have all the ignorance, supersti- 
tion, and bigotry of the Romish system, or 
what is perhaps still worse, the bare-faced 
infidelity of Germany, and too frequently of 
its educated classes. The speaker stated some 
startling fects that had come under his own 
observation in the great city of New York, of 
the utter hatred and contempt in which every 
thing pertaining to religion was treated. He 
had seen on the Sabbath the theatres, the 
ball-room, the gambling saloon, and the 
liqnor-bar all opened, and all in the same 
building ; and in these places, if you express 
yourself as scoffer at Christ and the Bible, 
for a quarter of a dollar they will let you be- 
hind the scenes, and there may be seen figures 
of the ministers of Christ, dressed in their robes 
of sacred office, hanging in derision upon a 

llows! A police oflicer, whose duty called 

im to be near one of these places on Sab- 
bath night, informed the speaker a short time 
before, that “if hell were emptied there could 
not bea more horrible set than comes out of 
these German play-houses of a Sunday night!” 
But what is most aggravating to think, these 
very people are contesting in the civil courts 
of New York State, that they have a right to 
carry on this iniquity in our midst! The 
simple fact with a large majority of this foreign 
immigrition is, that ia this boasted land 


of liberty and freedom, they come to do, | 


in plain English, ‘as they please,” and that 
means, to fear not God, nor obey the laws of 
the land, nor ty regard man. It was a mourn- 
ful, sickening sight to the patriotic Christian 
heart; but hope was not clean gone. We can 
do these little good—but they have children 
whom we may reclaim, aod ob, it is here the 
work of the Sabbath-school teacher comes in 
to bless and to save. 

Gong to church with his family a short 
time before the apeaker met a well-dressed, 
gen'eel company of German men and women, 
with baskets aod guitar and other instru- 
ments, evidently showing that they had 
come to spend the day on the islund. He 


turned around, bowed politely and remarked, 
“My friends, this is all wrong.” The men 

their hats off, and returned the saluta- 
tion. “I amon my way to church, I profess 
to be a Christian man; this is my lady, and 
my child. These things are very annoying 
tous. You have come here to spend your 
Sabbath in the fields, to have music and 
dancing, and singing and drinking, and to 
profane in noisy revel, the quiet Christian 
Sabbath.” The reply in a most respectful 
way, was, “Sir, we means no harm; we only 
does, as we does in Faderland.” And this is 
the secret, the speaker thought, the whole 
explanation in a nut-shell; aud the only 
hopeful way to do them good, and to alleviate 
the curse is to get their children into the 
different Sundwy-schoole, where they may 
read and study the word of God, and grow 
up in the fear of God, and love of their fellow- 


men. 

The speaker did not like the disposition 
to undervalue statistics which some seemed 
to have. He considered them the “leger of 
our land,” where by turning over a page or 
two, you will have the exhibit before your 
eyes of the condition of the country, in its 
various interests and departments. But their 
value was acceded. not only as an exhibit of 
the present condition, but as a ground for 
estimates of the future of a country. In 
this light the work and destiny of Sabbath- 
schools, became of intensely magnified im- 
portance. When our country instead of its 
thirty millions, shall have its hundred, and 
when the numbers of infidel, Sabbath-break- 
ing, superstitious and prejudiced foreigners 
shall incredse many fold, what a vast work 
will it be to check the growing evils which 
threaten, and to save the multitudes from god- 
less, profligate lives, and frem an eternal hell! 
The Sabbath-school is doing a mighty work 
for good, but O, in view of what yet remains 
to be done, and what the future may unfold, 
let every bro her take to himself the exhbor- 
tation not to be idle, but relying on God, to 
hasten the time when we shall have in our 
beloved America a Bible-loving, Sabbath- 
keeping, church-going people, who shall be 
to the praise of the great head of the church, 
and to the joy and rejoicing of bis Zion. 

The Rev. R. B. RODGERS, Secretary of the 
Trish mission in Canada, gave an interesting 
account of the progress of Protestantism in 
Ireland. It has not been a sudden result that 
from a large majority of the inhabitants in 
that island only a minority are now adherents 
of the Pope. It is the work of nearly a quar- 
ter of a century; and the speaker regarded 
the great revival which is now bringing in its 
spiritual harvest to the churches in that coun- 
try, as the fruits of labors that for years have 
been spent among its Catholic population. 

The speaker alluded to the relation of the 
the Sunday-school to the good work which 
had been accomplished for Ireland, and gave 
some interesting incidents of a tour which 
he bad taken in that country some four or five 
years before. One school which he visited in 
the city of Dublin numbered between fourteen 
and fifteen hundred, children of the wretch- 
edly poor, and gathered to a great extent from 
the ranks of Romanism. It was emphatically 
a“ragged school.” The mest influential 
citizens of Dublin were its teachers. The 
lesson was always short, containing not more 
than three Scripture verses at the utmost. 
The speaker had practised this mode in his 
own school for four years, and he was con- 
vinced that this short lesson was the secret of 
the wonderful success that attended the teach- 
ing of the Sund+y-schools in Ireland. These 
three verses were thoroughly sified. In the 
first place, the literal meaning of the words 
was given, then the general sense, then the 
historical sense, then the spiritual sense, and 
then the application was made with all the 
skill and power of which the teacher was ca- 
pable. But not only children were members 
of the school. In one class the speaker 
saw three generations represented, each hear- 
ing the words of life from the lips of the 
same teacher. The result of such faith- 
ful efforts on the part of Sunday-school 
laborers has been giorious. There are now 
something like 25.000 converts from Ro- 
manism in connection with the mission in 
Connemara, in the western part of Ireland. 
The speaker’s guide through Dublin, a Sun- 
day-school teacher, informed himthat a large 
portion of the success of Protestantism in that 
city had been the result of God’s blessing upon 
the efforts of the Sunday-school. On the 
island of Achil, off the western coast of Ireland, 
) a missionary had been laboring for twenty-five 
years. Togive an ideaof the depth of hea- 
thenism and degradation in which the inha- 
bitants were at the beginning of his labors, 
the missionary informed the speaker that he 
found there an image about two feet high and 
about six inches broad, surmounted by a 
square block, on which the imagination might 
have seen a human face, daubed with a brush 
and red ochre. It was placed there as the 
representation of their God. When the 
speaker visited the island, four years ago, he 
found a great change. Two-thirds of the in- 
habitants were under Protestant sway, and in 
immediate connexion with the church of Eng- 
landand Ireland. On the occasion he address- 
eda little company of forty or fifty orphans, 
little children, and bright and intelligent as 
could be found anywhere. One of them in- 
terrupted bim in his address, when he had 
quoted the 15th verse of a certain chapter in 
the Bible, with the words, “ O, your reverence, 
you made a mistake, it’s the 14th verse.” The 
Sunday-school had indeed wrought a glorious 
work for that island. 

The following exhibition of the power of 
grace in the heart to subdue the rising pas- 
sions, and change the whole natural man, was 
related by the speaker, in conclusion. A for- 
mer Romish priest, Father Burke, a man over 
six feet high and proportionally large, was 
found sitting before a little class, instructing 
them as a tender and affectionate parent, in 
the way of life. Before his conversion he was 
the fear of the neighborhood where he lived. 
No one cared to offend him. No one could 
wield a shilelah like Father Burke. A short 
time after his conversion, he attended a fair, 
and there some angry Rowmanists knowing 
that he had become a convert to Protestant- 
ism, made him the mark of their malice. 
| They actually spatin his face. But he meekly 
| bore it, and truly like his Master, when he 
| was smitten he blessed them. He is now en- 
‘giged as an humble, devoted laborer in lead- 
| ing the little ones to Jesus. 











Do we ask now, What can the Sunday-school 
|} do? No, rather, we ask what has it not done 
| by the help of the Master. Verily God has 
| made it a great means in the hands of his 
j} humble servants of blessing the world. No 

teacher who has gone in the strength of God, 
with bis Word in hand, and with his love in 
the heart, to impart saving truth to the 
young, without being b'essed in the labor. 
| Mr. ALBERT WOODRUFF, ef Brooklyn, 
was the next speaker. He referred, in open- 
| ing, to the character of the Sabbath-school as 
; an assistant, a helper of the church, without 
| which she could not carry the burdens which 
, lay upon her shoulders. It is her mission to 
conquer the world for Christ, and in this 
| work she has an invaluable aid in the Sab- 
| bath-school. 
| The speaker insisted strongly on the impor- 
‘ tance of statistics. They are the sub-stratum 
upon which the hopes of the fature are to 
be built, and we should never ridicule them. 
| They tell us what we have accomplished, 
and become the incentives to still greater 
effort, whether they tell us of much or of 
little accomplished in the past. The angels 
| come up from the different county secretaries, 
! of progress in their labor of love, and especially 
atthe numbers that through the year bave been 
| bora into the kingdom of Christ. But these 
| statistics, revealing what has been done, 
' show also that the field is great, that mach 
land yet remains to be possessed. How is 
the ground to be occupied that it may be 
sucvessfully cultivated? By more zealous, 
faithful workers, than even we have bud in 
the past. More earnest piety must be em- 





| of heaven rejoice over the tidings which have | 


ployed. These hearts of ours that bave often 
throbbed with a divine love, must glow with 
still greater love, with yet more ardent de- 
votion, such as shall drive us to still greater 
consecration and self-denial for the salvation 
of souls ready to perish. 

The speaker thought that the older church 
members who have studied their Bibles for 
twenty and thirty years, ought to feel them- 
selves called upon to continue their labors 
in the Sabbath-ccbool, and not make the em- 
ployment of our pious and ardent youth, an 
excuse for stepping out of the ranks and quit- 
ting the service. Preparation, careful pre- 
paration of the lesson was needed in both, 
that teachers might be qualified for their 
responsible station, and be wade the instru- 
ments of eternal good, to the souls committed 
to their care. 

The Rev. W.C. VAN METER, of New York, 
made the closing address of the evening. He 
alluded in eloquent terms to his labors among 
the lowly, in the Fourth Ward mission enter- 
prize. The truth and the beauty of the de- 
claration: “The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad, and the desert shall 
blossom as the rose,” had often forced them- 
selves upon him, as he witnessed the power 
of the govpel of Christ, in elevating the little 
ones to respectability and comfort, and even 
to a joyful Christian experience and hope. 
After the evidences he had seen of the work- 
ings of the Spirit on the most hopeless and 
abandoned, he had learned a lesson it would 
be well for all Christian workers to learn, 
that we never should despair of the conver- 
sion of any one of God’s creatures. 

In the most graphic manner the speaker 
described the terrible moral and religious 
destitution of his field of labor; and drew 
the sympathizing tear from many in the 
audience, at the sad pictures of life he paint- 
ed before them. 

In the mission are gathered little children, 
the representatives of sixteen different nations 
of Europe, forty of them children of Jewish 
parentage. Little rag-pickers, cinder- pickers, 
beggars of eold victuals, children who hold 
out a dirty hand for money for sweeping with 
a stub-broom the street-crossings—all these 
are gathered together there. They are first 
washed, then clothed with the garments that 
kind friends have donated, and a good plain 
meal is provided. They are there brought in 
contact with noble ladies of intelligence, refine- 
ment, and piety, who have volunteered to as- 
sist in the good work, and from these they re- 
ceive instruction from God's word, exchange 
their low songs of the street for our beautiful 
little hymns, and are introduced into a new 
life, as elevated and az beautiful as their old 
was vile and repulsive. But what is the re- 
sult of this treatment? Souls were won for 
Jesus. Many of these little wanderers are 
safely housed in happy homes, where, with 
kind treatment and Christian instruction, 
they have been led to the kind Shepherd who 
has watched so tenderly over their wander- 
ings, and brought them into his fold. 

With moving eloquence the speaker de- 
scribed his travels with the little charges to 
find them homes, and the providential cir- 
cumstances which often decided the future 
hopes and destinies of the children. He 
spoke of their kind reception into the bosom 
of families that had never been blessed with 
little ones, and into those from whom death 
had snatched them all away, tomake room for 
little strangers. He concluded by a strong 
appeal to Christians forsympathy in his work, 
and for their prayers and efficient aid in fur- 
thering its objects. 

The assembly was dismissed with the bene- 
diction by the Rev. Mr. MANDEVILLE. 


SIXTH SESSION, 


Thursday Morning. 


4 Convention re-assembled at 9 o’clock, 
atter a prayer-meeting of exceediog in- 
terest, at which the importance of believing 
prayer was enforced by many thrilling and 
pertinent facts. 

Judge PAIGE, the President elect, filled the 
chair. The hymn, 


“Lord of the harvest, bend thine ear.” 


was sung, and the Rev. Mr. WRIGHT, of Nor- 
wich, led in prayer. 

In pursuance of the previous announcement 
of the Business Committee, the first item be- 
fore the Convention was the hearing of a 
model or practice Sunday-school lesson, which 
Mr. Ralph Wells, of New York, had consented 
to give, at the solicitation of the committee. 
In view of its importance and interest we have 
reserved its publication for our next issue, 
that we may give it at greater length than 
our present limits will allow. 

After Mr. Wells had concluded, the Rev. 
Dr. NOTT, the venerable President of Union 
College, Schenectady, addressed the Conven- 
tion in a few words. He was solemnly re- 
minded, as he surveyed the assembly before 
him, that soon all those active minds would 
cease their scheming, and the strong frames 
be laia aside in the tomb, while others would 
step in their places when the generation now 
living had passed away. It was not likely 
that any great change would take place in the 
habits of the present generation ; for as soon 
may the Ethiopian change his skin and the leo- 
pard his spotsas that those whoare accustomed 
to do evil should learn todo good. Youth was 
the impressible season ; and this fact alene in- 
vested it with peculiar interest, and was well 
fitted to call forth our sympathies for the rising 
generation, and our helping hand to all those 
institutions and establishments, the end of 
which was to train them for this life and fora 
blessed’ immortality. 

But a few important thoughts crowded his 
mind after listening to the impressive exer- 
cise of the morning. He would have his 
audience bear in mind that all were not made 
for Sunday-school teachers—that there were 
various gifts and graces, The foot, the hand, 
the eye, the head, all the members were use- 
ful in their places, and invaluable for the 
office for which they were designed. For 
those who are not competent to teach, there 
are the sick to be visited, the hungry to be 
fed, the naked to be clothed, the distressed to 
be comforted and relieved. God fitted his 
children for their different spheres of labor, 
and he has given each one gifts to serve him 
in the way he has appointed. There is some- 
thing for every one to do, and it was the duty 
of every one to labor and to spend his powers 
in that work which the great Master has 
placed before him. No matter what gift we 
have or what our calling may be, it is our 
duty to fix our eye on heaven, and to do what 
we can to glorify God and promote the hap- 
piness of our fellow men. The venerable 
father, in conclusion, urged upon the Sabbath- 
school teachers to go down to their classes 
from the mount of privilege they had enjoyed, 
determined to devote their lives to the cause 
of Christ, whether they were prolonged or 
shortened, and by-and-by they would be wel- 
comed around the Throne of God, and unite 
with the cherubim in celebrating the praises 
of “him who loved us and gave himselt to die 
for us.” 

Mr. HENRY BREWSTER, the State Secre- 
tary here announced the joyful fact that the re- 
reports recorded 4,297 children as having been 
brought to the Saviour from the different 
Sabbath-schools in the State in the past year. 
But this was not all. From many of the 
counties the reports of conversions were not 
made, and it was a blessed supposition that 
“the balf was not toid.” The speaker loved 
to look at these returns as the evidence that 
the brethren had been doing the Lord’s work, 
and that his smile had been resting upon 
their labors. It was great cauge for rejoicing, 
and should encourage to still greater faithful- 
ness. O, what a reward is in store fur the 
faithful teacher ! 

At this point,as Dr NOTT was retiring 
from the house, the following resolution was 
read and adupted: 

“ Resolved, That this Convention do most 
heartily express their appreciation of the 





and his prayer was, that as they sank one by 








presence and of the venerable Dr. 
NOTT, and pth bay their cordial thanks 
for his kind words of encouragement.” 

The old man, now in his 83d year, replied, 
standing in the aisle. The service he could 
render was very small; the great Shepherd 
above would take care of them and of him; 


one into the grave, they might be taken home 
to remain forever in his presence, to be 
taught by him, and to enjoy his smile ina 
convention that would never break up. 


“© that will be joyful,” 


was now sung, when the Convention pro- 
ceeded to the discussion of the remaining 
topics. 


The Third and Fourth Topics. 


“What is the best method of qualifying 
teachers for the Sabbath-school work, and 
when destitution exists, how can teachers be 
best obtained from the unemployed talent 
of the churches? 

“ What are the responsibilities of Christian 
parents as regards their children, in view of 
the facilities of Sabbatl-school instruction.” 

But little attention was paid to the discus- 
sion ef the last topic. 

Mr. R. G. PARDER, spoke of some of the 
best ways of qualifying teachers for their 
work. It was a mistake to suppose that 
anybody who had an intelligent mind was 
qualified for the office, but at the same time 
that mind could be trained for the work, 
and in many cases successfully. He thought 
it the duty of the church to train Sabbath- 
school teachers and superintendents, and he 
would love to hold the pastor responsible for 
the character of the teaching in his school. 
He did not mean that in this work of training 
the pastor should give lectures on the im- 
portance and value of the Sabbath-school, or 
on the responsibility of the teacher, but that 
he should actually come among them and tell 
them how to do it. It was a trade to be 
learned, and Sunday-school visiting was a 
trade to be learned. In the first place, he 
must inform the teacher how he can get the 
sympathy of the child. From four to eight 
years, fear is a strong characteristic of the 
child; he is afraid of the thunder-storm or of 
acrazy person. There was also a disinclina- 
tion to action, to do any prescribed labor. 
These peculiarities must be met. Then there 
isa great deal of credulity that must not be 
tampered with. From 8 to 14 years we find 
different characteristics. Ambition is there, 
a fondness for social life, a love of independ- 
ence, a want of respect and esteem, a sensi- 
tiveness to being slighted, &c. These must 
be understood and properly met. The great 
work of the teacher is mostly done by ques- 
tions—it is the moving lever of the whole. 
And why? Because, as an old writer says, 
“nothing can escape a question.” Our Lord 
taught most of the great doctrines of salva- 
tion by this means. Now how can we get 
questions? Question books are only sugges- 
tive, and often very lame helps, not to be re- 
lied upon. No difficulty is in the way here, 
if in asking a question we are interested to ob- 
tain an answer. Many questions asked in the 
class were cold and formal, and for no purpose 
apparently but to hear the scholar’s voice in 
reply. This was wrong. Then the lesson 
must be studied and it must be prayed over, 
and the great aim of the teacher must be to 
lead the scholar to the foot of the cross. 

The Rev. Mr. BURGHARDT referred to the 
power of song over the minds and hearts of 
children, and he thought at least some teachers 
ought to have the qualification of good voices. 
Give him a few good singers and he could 
sing up a fine school anywhere in New York. 

Mr. SANGSTER thought too much labor 
should not be imposed upon the pastor. His 
time is always full. His labors are abundant. 
If he has the time and does not train his 
teachers, then he would find fault. He thought 
the superintendent had a good deal- to do in 
the matter. Teachers’ meetings every week 
were important. Then another method 
adopted in his school had been beneficial. 
All the teachers in rotation read a chapter at 
the opening. Even the youngest, who have 
never yet prayed in public, lead in this duty. 
The speaker insisted, in the strongest terms, 
upon the importance of the faithful, punctual 
visitation of the scholars by the teacher. 

Mr. MATTHEWS, of Brooklyn, would have 
earnest action to accompany faith and prayer. 
We should engage in the work of teaching 
with as much interest and zeal as we perform 
our daily labors. 

On motion, Mr. SANGSTER was requested 
to take the floor again, when he continued his 
appeal in earnest forcible language, in behalf 
of personal regular visitation of the teacher 
to his scholars. 

Mr. SMITH, of Brooklyn, looked upon 
prayer and meditation on God’s word, and on 
the great plan of redemption, as the great 
means of preparing the teacher for his work. 
This would lead to effort. “Jesus died for 
me,” should be the all-absorbing thought 
when we attempt to promote his glory. The 
speaker related a most thrilling incident of a 
man who was saved from a watery grave by 
a companion who himself was drowned in his 
noble effort. Ever afterward the thought was 
present as a grateful, subiuing and control- 
ling principle, “A man died for me; I am 
debtor to my fellow-man for every kind act, 
for every good deed I can perform for him.” 
Jast so should the Christian fvel. 

The Rev. Mr. WYLIE, of Brooklyn, also 
thought visitation the qualification, without 
which all others would not avail for success, 
He once had a boy in his class who was an 
inveterate absentee—sometimes staying away 
four and five Sundays at a time. But he 
visited him so constantly, so regularly, that 
the boy finally became ashamed to have his 
teacher running after him so often, and he 
soon became one of the best boys in the 
class. 

The Rev. Mr. CRANE, of Elmira, also insisted 
upon Visiting, as indispensable. He believed 
we never could fully realize the influence 
of this “fireside preaching” upon our schools. 
He sustained his position by facts. One 
school had in a short time increased from 
50 to 300 scholars; and another had more 
than doubled its numbers in six months, 
through the means of earnest, persistent 
visitation. 

Mr. REED, of Utica, touched upon the 
fourth topic. He alluded in strong terms to 
the unfaithfulness of parents in the training 
of their childten; and warned them against 
that loose indifference which would gladly 
throw off upon the Sabbath-school, a re- 
sponsibility it was not designed to assume, 
the exclusive religious education of the 
children. The speaker was very jealous of 
his privilege as a father. He thought no one 
could instruct his child as himself, and his 
beloved partner. He would not trust the 
education of his little one, to the best ten 
men in the Convention. He related the 
affecting circumstance of his little girl’s first 
impressions, and of her explanation of them. 
When asked why she loved her Saviour, she 
replied, ‘ Pa, I love Christ, because I cannot 
help it.” ; 

The speaker believed that no one was fit- 
ted to be a teacher of other men’s children, 
until he had children of his own; and he 
thought the best advice that could be given 
to @ young teacher, by way of qualifying him 
for his work, was to get married ! 

Mr. HARTT, of New York, had for some time 
the privilege of visiting and loving, and in-; 
structing an interesting class of nine boys 
but they soon got to be young men, and were 
put in charge of other classes, while he was 
promoted to the infant class ! 

The Rev. Mr. FILLMORE, of Syracuse, 
thougt that the study of the word of God, 
with much prayer for the descent of the 
Spirit, was the best method of qualifying 
teachers. 











At this point, the subject of choosing the 
place for the session of the next annual Con- | 
vention was taken up. Lockport, Elmira, 





Binghamton, Elmira, Buffalo, and Canandai- 
gua were each brought forward and their 
claims to the honor strongly urged. After 
considerable discussion, Binghamton was 
selected as the place, and the last Tuesday 
but one in August, 1861, as the time for the 
Sixth Annual Convention. 


Resolutions. 


A large number of resolutions were here 
passed. The.following are among the most 
important : 

By the Rev. Mr. LUNG, of Canandaigua : 


Resolved, That in view of the opposition which prevails 
to the reading of the Bible in the daily schools, we hear- 
tily recommend to the instructors of youth, the daily and 

reading of the Holy Scriptures, in our public 
schools, believing that it will be conducive to the good 
g of the schools, p ‘ive of the morals of the 
children, and yielding fruit to the glory of God. 


By the Rev. Mr, GALLAGHER, of Oswego : 


Resolved, That this Convention, sympathising with the 
fifteen thousand teachers of eur public schools in their 
arduous labors, desire their aid in the Sunday school, in 
impressing the truths of the Bible on the minds of the 
children of the State; and our prayer is that they all may 
be taught of God, and thus be enabled to impart spiritual 
and saving, as well as intellectual knowledge to those 
committed to their care. 

Resolved, That the recent death of Mrs. Joanna Bethune, 
the daughter of Isabella Graham, calls for an acknow- 
ledgement by this Convention of the obligation of the 
friends of Sunday-schools to these mothers in Israel, for 
their efforts in the infancy of the good work. 

Resolved, That we commend their example and labors 
to the teachers of our schools, thanking God for his grace 
as glorified in their lives. 


By the Rev. L. M. MILLER, of Ogdensburg : 


Resolved, That in view of the blessing of God, which 
has manifestly attended our county conventions we 
earnestly recommend their speedy adoption in those 
counties where they have not been held; and that they be 
prosecuted from time to time in such a spirit, and with 
such exercises as shall unite all evangelical brethren in 
the glorious enterprise of seeking out and caring for al! 
the children hitherto destitute and neglected. 

2d. That we approve and earnestly recommend the 
careful districting of the entire State by the churches 
sympathizing with the Sabbath-school work, and exhort 
all bearing the Christian name, to enter the field with 
love to Christ, and the souls of the dear lambs of the 
flock for whom Christ died. 

8d. That the weekly gathering of Sabbath-school 
teachers for the mutual discussion of the lesson, together 
with a set time every week, that each teacher will de- 
vote prayerfully to gleaning from the lesson the main 
truths presented in it, and the frequent recitation of 
the scholars in each class, are among the most effectual 
preparations any teacher can have for his great work. 


By Mr. N. T. CLARK, of Canandaigua : 


Whereas, There seems to be a growing tendency on the 
part of a great portion of our young men, to neglect the 
study of the Scripture, to fursake the teachings of our 
holy religion, and to fall in with the dissipating and 
corrupting influences that prevail to such an alarming 
extentamong us. Therefore 

Resolved, That it is the most solemn duty of every 
Christian pastor, of every devoted and earnest Sab- 
bath school teacher, of every man and women in the 
church of God, to make the conversion of our young men 
the subject of special effort and of special prayer, and 
so to live and labor with them and before them, as in 
all things to commend the pure and glorious gospel of our 
blessed God. 

Resolved, That while we hail with joy the revival oi 
music among the children, we recommend to those select 
ing music and hymns for the Sabbath-schools, to examine 
carefully, lest they introduee secular or light and trifling 
melodies and songs which inculcate false doctrines. 


By Rev. Mr. FILLMORE, of Syracuse : 


Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the 
present‘is a time when the disciples of Christ should 
watch with extreme jealousy the increase of worldliness 
in the institutions of the church of God; and that the 
friends of the Sabbath-school cause should be careful 
against compromising the sacredness of this institution 
by engaging in such public recreations, parades, and noisy 
demonstrations as tend to promote its popularity at the 
expense of its efficiency asa school of piety. 


By Mr. G. P. DISOSWAY, of Staten Island: 

Resolved, That this Convention earnestly protests 
against the Sabbath desecration now so prevalent in our 
State, and calls upon all friends of the truth to combine 
their efforts in sustaining the honor and observance of 
God’s holy day. 


By Mr. GEORGE SANGSTER: ° 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are ten- 
dered to the American Sunday-School Union for the faith- 
ful reports of the County and State Conventions published 
in the Sunday-School Times. 


On motion of Rev. M. GALLAGHER, the 
Convention passed a resolution sending fra- 
ternal regards and Christian love to the Ful- 
ton street prayer-meeting, and desiring their 
prayers for the continuance of the divine 
blessing on their labors. 

Resolutions of thanks were also passed to 
Ralph Wells, for his Sabbath-school lesson, 
and requesting him to give similar lessons in 
the schools of the State, so far as practicable ; 
to the citizens of Schenectady for their hos- 
pitality ; to the trustees of the church in 
which the sessions of the Convention were 
held, for the use of their house; to Judge 
Paige, for his services as preciding officer; 
also a resolution commemorative of the ser- 
vices of the !ate George W. Bleecker, Secre- 
tary of the Association. 

The Convention adjourned with prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. REED. 





Children’s Meeting. 


HE afternoon was given up to the children. 

The Sabbath-schools of the city and 
country were gathered in the Second Dutch 
and Presbyterian churches, and addressed by 
members of the Convention. In the Second 
Dutch church the Rev. Dr. HICKOK, Vice 
President of Union College, was called to the 
Chair. Prayer was offered by the Rev. H. L. 
STARKS, of Schenectady. Fifteen minute 
speeches were made by Messrs. P. W. HOWE 
and A. S. SMITH, the Rev. A. WRIGHT, C. 
P. HARTT, Esq., RALPH WELLS, Esq , and 
the Rev. Messrs. CHESSHIRE and VAN ME- 
TER. In the Presbyterian church, Dr. 
Backus’s, the services were similar. Short 
addresses were made by Messrs. PARDEE, 
MATTHEWS, THOMPSON and McCORMICK, 
and by the Rev. Messrs. VAN METER and 
COOK. Mr. HORACE WATERS, of New York, 
with a select company of Sabbath-school vo- 
ocalists, took charge of the singing. 


Closing Exercises. 


In the evening, a stirring meeting was held 
in the Presbytirian church. Mr. RALPH 
WELLS, in a well considered address, alluded 
to the vast influence of well-conducted teach- 
ers’ meetings, and referred to the meetings of 
his own teachers, which are held once & 
month at each others houses’ alternately, and 
not at the superintendent’s. Mr. WOODRUFF 
spoke of systematic visitation. 

The Rev. Dr. HICKOK, summed up the 
most prominent characteristics of the Con- 
vention in a logical review of the ground 
covered by all the discussions of the body. 
He did this in such a clear, concise manner, 
as showed him to have been an accurate ob- 
server of the proceedings throughout. Part- 
ing addresses of much tenderness of expres- 
sion and full of eloquence, were delivered 
by several of the delegates. 

The President, Judge PAIGE, responded in 
a hearty speech to the vote of thanks tender- 
ed to him in the morning, after which the 
Convention adjourned sine die. 
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